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“The colour yellow — used by Toronto police this week 
in describing a suspect of Asian descent — has already 
caused embarrassment at police headquarters.”  
— Toronto Star, Feb. 18, 1999 



Race and crime 
2002 

http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/knowntopolice/singled-out.html












“This is not another study or an 
investigation of the police services. Rather 
it is an opportunity for the commission to 

look into the effect of profiling.” 

OHRC Chief Commissioner Keith Norton, in announcing a province-wide 
inquiry into the impacts of racial profiling, Dec. 9, 2002 











Race Matters  
2010 

http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/raceandcrime.html






Known to police 
2012 

http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/knowntopolice.html





















Known to police 
2013 

 

http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/knowntopolice2013.html















“We’ll actually go out in the parks and whatever 
and we’ll look for guys who fit a certain 

description, who may not be wearing fancy 
clothes, and we'll harass them, like literally.  And 

we call it shakedown. 
“You have to, because at the end of the day 

it’s numbers.” 
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While there is no official work-to-rule campaign 
underway regarding carding, McCormack says 

"there's definitely a sense out there amongst my 
members that they don't want to be the one 

that's, quite frankly, on the cover of the Star." 
Toronto Police Association president Mike McCormack, on dramatic drop in 

carding and criminal cases in Toronto, Toronto Star, March 8, 2014 









Known to police 
2014 

 

http://www.thestar.com/news/insight/2014/07/26/carding_drops_but_proportion_of_blacks_stopped_by_toronto_police_rises.html






























 
CANADIAN CHARTER OF RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS 
 
Search or seizure 
8. Everyone has the right to be secure against unreasonable 

search or seizure. 
 
Detention or imprisonment 
9. Everyone has the right not to be arbitrarily detained or 

imprisoned. 
 
 



When new carding rules apply 
New rules apply if an officer asks you to identify yourself when 
they are: 
 • looking into suspicious activities 
 • gathering intelligence 
 • investigating general criminal activity in the community 
New rules for street checks do not apply if the officer is: 
 • talking to a driver during a traffic stop 
 • arresting or detaining you 
 • executing a warrant 
 • investigating a specific crime 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r16058


The rules and what they mean for you 
As of January 1, 2017, if a police officer asks you for ID in a situation when the rules apply, 
they must: 
 • have a reason, which cannot be: 
 ◦ based on race 
 ◦ arbitrary (not meaningful) 
 ◦ only because you are in a high-crime area 
 ◦ because you refused to answer a question or walked away 
 • tell you why they want your identifying information 
 • tell you that you can refuse to give identifying information 
 • offer you a receipt – even if you refuse to share information – that includes: 
 ◦ the officer’s name 
 ◦ the officer’s badge number 
 ◦ how to contact the Office of the Independent Police Review Director, which handles 

complaints about police in Ontario 
 ◦ who to contact to access personal information about you that the police service has on file 
 • keep detailed records of their interaction with you – even if you refuse to share information 
If a police officer does not follow these rules, it is a Code of Conduct violation under the Police 
Services Act and they may be disciplined. 

http://www.oiprd.on.ca/EN/AboutUs/Pages/Contact-Us.aspx
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/100268#BK39


Exceptions 
In rare cases, if following the rules above could negatively affect an 
investigation, threaten public safety or force officers to reveal 
confidential information, police officers may not have to: 
 • tell you why they are asking for information – for example, the reason 

involves a tip from a confidential informant 
 • tell you that you have the right to refuse giving ID – for example, the 

officer suspects a car passenger may be a victim of human trafficking 
 • give you a receipt from the interaction – for example, the officer 

receives an urgent call for service and must quickly end the 
interaction 

In these cases the officer must record their reason for not following the 
rule. 



1. (1)This Regulation applies with respect to an attempt by a police officer to 
collect identifying information about an individual from the individual, if that 
attempt is done for the purpose of, 
(a) inquiring into offences that have been or might be committed; … 
 
(2) Despite subsection (1), this Regulation does not apply with respect to an 
attempted collection made by a police officer for the purpose of investigating 
an offence the officer reasonably suspects has been or will be committed. 
 
Reading these two sections together seems to say that the Regulation only 
applies to investigating offences that the officer does not reasonably 
suspect have been or will be committed. Don't the officers have enough to 
do investigating offences the officer reasonably suspects have been or will 
be committed? 

Is the regulation, as written, “absurd”? 







“… the total cost in reporters, editors, 
photographers and lawyers was several 
million dollars. Was it worth it? You bet!”  
— John Honderich, Chair of Torstar 



jrankin@thestar.ca  
Twitter: @jleerankin 

416-869-4431 

mailto:jrankin@thestar.ca
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