You want the truth?

Data success stories

P>TORONTO STAR ¢

® Open data and journalism

® What is not open

® How FOls for raw data differ from other requests

® FOI requests for raw data are an imperfect tool, but ...
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Data success

stories

Municipal request for
crime hot spots

Cost: $25
Length: 5 months

Why? Heard about it
through a police source,
kept secret out of fear of
stigmatizing areas

URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Changing neighbourhood

I“eﬂalssance

#

Hottest of the hot spots

WORST INTERSECTIONS FOR SHOOTINGS

—Sharsoume and Denas
Other tersection

WORST INTERSECTIONS FOR ROBBERIES
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10 municipal FOls, one still
under appeal

Cost: $125 (10x$5, plus 3
$25 appeals)

Length: 6 weeks on avg.

Why: Beat reporter’s
experience and a
reporter’'s observations,
anecdotal evidence. Data
shows they were right.

STAR EXCLUSIVE

Rich schools

get richer as
private cash
floods system

First school-by-school look at fundraising in GTA
raises alarm about inequality in our classrooms
PATTY WINSA ’r‘.‘; C[ L[\T [)I‘/F'\C
AND KRISTIN RUSHOWY

STASF REPORTERS FUNDR/ NG IN
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® Municipal request
® Cost: $3K, negotiated down to $350
® Length: 6 months

® Why: Food poisoning that left Rob
“praying to die.”

® Result: Canada’s first public
restaurant safety system

SIGNS OF SUCCESS

DineSafe
cuts rate
of sickness

Food-related illness cases have plunged 30%
since Star exposed violations in city’s eateries
ROBERT CRIBD MANY CASES

.. BUT FEW OFFICIALLY
- RECORDED

437,0

e

® Provincial request
® Cost: $150
® Time: 3 months

® Why? Following up on previous
stories

Sickening numbers

ONE IN SIX Torontonians falls ill every year because of tainted food.
I'hat’s 437,000 people, according to first-of-its-kind research obtained
by the Star. And up to 40 PER CENT of ca re caused by bacteria
transferred by food handlers who work sick because they need money.

A RAY OF LIGHT ON FOOD SAFETY
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Requests at three levels of
government

Cost: ~$2,000

Length: 2 years

Why: Daddy reporter
discovers there’'s no
inspection system for
daycares

STAR INVESTIGATION

Dirty little secrets:
Ab

+ FAILING CARE

® Federal request for raw electronic
data

e Cost: $0
® Length: 5 years

® Why: Folo to a Hamilton airport
story, paper reports

® Results: Daily release of data

COLLISION COURSE
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Crime & punishment ~ 2008

® Federal and provincial, CPIC and
inmates

® Cost: $100
® Length: 5 years

® Why:Tory approach to crime and
punishment

SATURDAY STAR

thestar.com

Why getting tough on crime
is toughest on the taxpayer

Under new gun and drug legiskation, more people will go to prison to serve longer sentences

Most Canadians think this is a good idea. But an in-depth look at Canada’s criminals and prison

system suggests the opposite: that it’s a recipe for higher costs and, perversely, no less erime

THE SERIES

HOW WEDID IT

"If you wish to proceed with the processing of your request, forward a
deposit of $1,599,840.00 by cheque or money order payable to the
Receiver General of Canada," read the letter from the RCMP's access to
information co-ordinator.

And, "should you wish to continue your request, please note that there are
no guarantees that any part of the information will be released."
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High-cost

- (1S

s hased on prisoner addresses reveal
where taxpayers spend the most on incarceration

sTomts BETSY POWELL D PATTY WINSA
ANALYSIS BY ANOREW BAILEY, MAPFING RY MIDY NG

POSTAL AREA MIE A DIFFERENT PATH
Unstable fundingand = Why throwing people
poor services leave kids | into jail is ‘a lzm'
wsponsc to poverty

casy prey to gangs

CRIN
PUN

TRST OF AN LIGHT-PART SERES

A real-estate guide to incarceration

GTA

P g

Interactive
maps online

THE COST
OF CRIME

SEARCH jad cost maps
by pactal area

Must Reads

Learning to copa in the city's new

crime "hot spol
Rastaurant owner Suzstin
Wikmameyer moved from LA
to Toronko 10 escape crime. But
she moved inlo the city's new
het spait for vickende, the Kiske
And Eghrtan nasghbaimond.

T s bk flor jail gueasds
and citering $1,500 rcnating
bonuses for those willing 1o
mave to undorstafied peisons.
The need is not suprsing ina
stat0 with o highest incarcention rate, in_.. et et

Crime & Punishment

SCHOOI. INTERRUPTED ~

-

Mhactive maps and game

Must Reads

Forging a school-to-prison pipeline? Are schools too quick 10 suspend?

Thousands of o This 1o 0 Exeng hrown out
[T d of schooi i paved by mussed

ach poar. : opvortunges o sany

quietly making Sure scrme don Intorvantion, & bmied
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Race & crime ~ 2002

AN INVESTIGATION INTO RACE AND CRIME Chrétien

expected
to keep
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minister

Ethics report has
‘wiggle room’ to
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Police target black drivers

Qtar anahic of - i the first place. raw race-based crime data, argu-
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Race and Crime

Police chief calls for ==
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study treatment
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THE SUNDAY STAR

Chance of showers. Hig
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Life and death on mean streets

There are garbage piles in
the corners, and four poles cast

Race and Crime

Toronto’s patrol

area 2302 has re S he hacketbal cours i
H Q! o the i he vhe

hlghcsl number BT e e med

of violent charges

this area, pl:lymg balllongafter  dale community vanished on
the steetigis of Kiling Ave. _ this paved square.
and Panorama Court cai /Tes tough because it takes o
n King stands on the - King, having just emigrated while for the area to
fencedin asphall where he  from Jamaica ai the age of 14, youIwas aballer so1 carmed it
eaned his  neighbourhood quickly found the troubles he at the court. It was the only way
passport was having fitting into the Rex-  Thad friends.”

INVESTIGATIVE TEAM: Jim Rankin, Jennifer Quinn,
Michele Shephard, John Duncanison, Scott Simrie

Around 1996, no one’s quite
sure ofthe dats, the Leskeiball
rims were remove
was shut down after com-
Plaints, from the sarrounding
neighbourhood, about nose.
So teenagers brought togeth-

er by the ball started going
their own ways. King went on
to become a community activ-
ist and now, at 22, holds a col-
lege degree in business mar-
keting

A:hur\ bdller n.xmed Lmru.x‘

ted

height with qumk oot on the
court, was shot and killed in a
Kipling highrise during a birth-
day party. Another player was
shot but survived

Moscow hostages: “We were all waiting to die’

Jughead used to play with
them too. On a cold March
night in 1998, Jughead, known
to police as Jermaine Miller,
shot an undercover officer in
the chest and a
drug deal. Detective Constéple
Russ Lillie survived. Miller was
convicted and remains injail.

re more than 200 po-
lice patrol areas in the city. Po-

= Please sce ‘This, AL4

Harris a
no-show
as Eves
pays
tribute

News

Police union sues Star
over race-crime series

7,200-member group
seeks $2.7B damages
in class action lawsuit

Star stands by stories

as fair, balanced

and accurate

PETERSWALL

CrEReronTER

The Toronto Police Association has

launched a 2.7 billion class action libel

suit against the Star for ts series spot-

ugjnmg the force’s treatment of blacks.
cusing the members of the Toron-
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will be called upon to prove it Tim
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He said he thought that

propriate for a jury to decide, partic-
ularly since it's the community’s view
that Is important “The police really
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YORK REGION RAPID TRANSIT PLA
PUBLIC MEETING

Monday, February 17, 2003, 9:00 a.|

Atits meeting of December 19, 2002, York Regional Council endorsed a s

tecommendains rgardng e ork Regon Rand Tansi ln s T

stops be taken in order (at the Region be abie (o incor

shars capia (‘nrnov‘mnn ncer ho now Municipal Aot 2001, and the Feg
amipaad o b passd rreundor

Fguations urder e Municial Act 2001, i requie that & Busncs

before a public mesting 1o roview and discuss the Study and the proposex
Accordingly, notice is hereby given that a public mesting will be held on Fi
003 commencing at 9:00 a.m. at the York Region Administrative Centre a

W would appraciato it any writen Submisions of roq.ost & Spoa b
1o Dt el Gl 1 (569 00 444, o 400 s P

A oapy o the Business Gase Background Study and the raf by aw f cs
Gorporaion's avalanie o or inspecion ai th egional Clrk's Offce Yok

Ticin the formof a jury-

onsaid regardless of whether the
association Ioses the case against the
Sta

m.and 5:00 p.m. Monday 1o Friday.
he Buhoss Cace Bacharound Shucy ara e dra by 1w 15 bl te
are also available on the Region's Web site.

For frier information o the Yok Region Fapid Trast Plan Public Meet
usiess Gase Background Study, please contactPatick Casey, Senior

losiiigand that snoteven iying”
When asked whether the lawsuit, re-

success or failure, may

create alibel chill that would cause me-

dia to think twice about criticizing in-

stitutions whose employees have pow

ertulunions, Danson called that con-
en

o adde that the St hoe gone wll
beyond fair comment in its se
“This was a direct and frontal attack to
the quintessential core of what it is to
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y blacks as whites were taken into
cusmdy and held in jail awaiting a bail
heari

"The data also showed a dispropor-
tionate number of black motorists
were ticketed for offences that routine-
Iy would come to light following a traf-
fiestop. Civillibertarians and criminol-
ogists say this pattern points to racial

art
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since late 1996, The paper frst sought
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The SAS System for Statistical Graphics
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the effect of skin colour was “persis-

ent, and cannot be dismissed” in the
arrest data
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in May, 2002. It records more than
450000 meidentsinwhich an v
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RACE MATTERS

When good people are

wept up with the bad

* Municipal request
appealed, Divisional
Court and COA
decisions

Race Matters ~ 2010

Cost: $6,000

* Length: 7 years ) - —— -

« Irequently cpped Mark

Wopied mumeron times. Cain, nww & comvictad musder

Why Folo to 2002 SEVEN YEARS AGO, tion in: .Iu, wolicing and crime in Te wn--.’.uww:u:wthth nials of
X racial bias. Today, police across the country readily acknowledge bias is a factor and the Toronto Police
Race and Crime Servioe i etting an crasmple for olber services and fnstitutious with s diversiy policy. Vel race sl

matters. Today, usin e-released data, the Star launches a series highlighting the Toronto police

series

practice of documenting people in moestly non-criminal encounters. In an uneasy trade-off for safer streets,

both

d” and “bad" end up in a growing database. Young black men, more than any other group, are most

ikely to be stopped and documented. Jim Rankin reports.
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RACE MATTERS

Blacks are three times mare

likely than whites to be stopped

by police and questioned.
The Star investigates why.

In this section:

Video: Profiling - or practical
policing?

Must Reads

Part 1: Blacks documented by police at Part 2: Troubled neighbourhood

high rate

In a freedom of information
request that spanned nearly
seven years, the Star obtained
six years worth of contact-card
data from Toronto police.

Gk

desperate for change
Chalkfarm towers in northwest
Toronie are stained with blood
and fear — and a deep
antagonism between police
and tenants.

Resources: Data and background
2002 Race and Crime series
Interactive: Police Patrol Zones

Advertissment -

With data starting
from 5/menth
on the Tab™.

Click for more info.

Known to police ~ 2012,2013,2014

¢ Municipal request

* No appeals, no cost

e Length: Less than a year

Black and white:
A difference in documentation

Known to police

Toronto officers stop, question and document hundreds
of thousands each year. Young men of colour are
‘carded’ in numbers far above their population

Black and white:
A difference in documentation

Police stop and document a higher proportion of black people than white

people in each of the city's 72 patrol areas. On average, blacks are 3.2 times

more likely to be documented than whites, but in predominantly white, more

affluent neighbourhoods that likelihood increases. e pebi e

Increased likelihood of being
stopped and documented by
police if you're black, compared
to white

NUMBER OF
LIKELIHOOD ZONES
1to less than 2 6
2tolessthan3 24
B 3tolessthan 5 31

I 5 to 10 times more likely 11
No data




TORONTO STAR FILE PHOTO
ice board chair Alok Mukherjee.

itmitigates any potential risk or dam-
» that’s caused by it,” says Blai
» the word balance around here
rying to strike that all-import
ce between the work that we
in enforcement or in crime preven-
nor through this felt presence — and
the same time, I don’t want young
ople to feel that they’re being unfairly
geted.”

lair created aspecial
called Toronto Anti-Violence Inter-
ation Strategy (TAVIS) in response to
ipike in homicides in 2005, the so-
led of the Gun.” The strategy
rolves targeting violent areas with of-
erswho tion and document

ed policing tac-

Carding on therise

After peaking in 2007 and declining in 2008, the number of contact CARDS BY THE YEA
cards filled out by Toronto police in mostly non-criminal encounters

with citizens has steadily increased, adding more personal details
to a massive police database that has no purging requirements.
Areas with high levels of violent crime are more heavily policed in
this way. These areas, typically, are neighbourhoods where there
are lower incomes, fewer opportunities, more single-parent families

— and more visible minorities. 3

MOST CARDED AREAS: 2010 Overall increase

in carding since

ICUMENTED/T

Patrol zone 121, which includes the neighbourhood of Weston-Mt 2008: +18.1%
Dennis, has seen a spate of homicides in the past few years and, 170
unsurprisingly, is where police have filled out the most contact cards.

The downtown patrol zone 523, which includes the Entertainment

District, is also a place where police document many citizens. 3 '04 '05 '06 07 ‘08 '09 "10 11

CARDS DOCUMENTED

than 10,000 ‘

No data VP
Zone 121 7 e
PATROL ZONE: k1‘_Zone523

2008 TO 2010

Carding increased in 51 of the city’s 72 patrol zones between 2008 and
2010. Areas in mid Toronto and the west end saw the largest increases,

CHANGES BY

“These stops contribute to black males” alienation fron

Race cards?

THE DATA TRAIL

1 Canadian society’

Police documentation by skin colour

rt

—cn 74%
- 39%
- 30%
-~ 9%

340%
183%

33%

Vickent crime

8.3%
30%

TOMORROW, PART 2
PATROL ZOWE 121

Ko
76 pocicr

BY THE NUMBERS
Population: 43,129

8 and mid-2011- 35,920

63.2%
ncome: $44,890
1t families: 33.4%
11:12.3%
year olds 19.9%
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INVESTIGATION

‘Devastating.
Unacceptable

123%
56%
1%
30%




INVESTIGATION
One cop,
five years,
0,000 cards

Is an individual officer’s high rate of street ch
of blacks a reason for police to be concerned?
JIM RANKIN AND PATTY WINSA

TAFF REPORTER

ANDREW BAILEY AND HIDY NG

time with
Interven

birth, &
he re:

Ex officer’s
candid view
of carding

Toronto police say stopping, questioning
and documenting citizens i nvaluable
ative tool, but one disagrees

of concern of being seen as anti-police and how

affect employment. The Star asked the former off
about the practice of stopping, i and docu-
menting ci in what are mostly

count > are called street ch 08s or contact

contact cards

“We’ll actually go out in the parks and whatever and we’ll look
for guys who fit a certain description, who may not be wearing

fancy clothes, and we'll harass them, like literally. And we call

it shakedown.

“You have to, because at the end of the day it’s numbers.”
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STAR INVESTIGATION
Black and aboriginal youths
overrepresented in Ontario jails

JIM RANKIN AND PATTY WINSA
TATF REPORTZ3S

HIDY NG

mirror thos
il in Onts

Unequal justice ~ 2013

Jail admissions MALE YOUTH
2005-20

The proportion of aboriginal and A

black inmates admitted to

provincial jails is greater than the

proportions of aboriginals and

blacks in the general population,

which means they are vastly

overrepresented in jail. There is

no such overrepresentation for

white inmates.

[l 5 OF GENERAL POPULATION
I % OF JAIL POPULATION

Aboriginal  Black  White

LT

008

Other




Bail or jail [ SENTENCED ADMISSIONS

A comparison of Ontario adult

inmate ons data shows Aboriginal
that, for t scal year 2010/20M,

white p e were the least likely

of all ethnic backgrounds to be

held in jail pending trial, and

likely to be entering jail to ser

sentence. Factors in denying bail

include seri of the alle;

when acc
other progr

Aboriginal people often
U nequal end up in jail after
. S minor crimes lead to
JUStlce more trouble. But there
are small signs of hope

‘I got caught up
in the system

PATTY WINSA AND JIM RANKIN

herin prison, h:
sometimes slur together o

Jill Buckshot, seen
Ottawa grocery inarecent photo,
o et became addicted
at 25 after taking
a prescribed
narcotic for

store by hiding them unde
toilet paper. Ther
rice.

Sucked into the
criminal justice s

ralc

MMIW ~ 2015
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'HE WAS ABLE TO

MANIPULATE THE
SITUATION'

Society’s Children ~ 2014

Eight provincial requests
and counting

Couple of appeals

Cost: $6,000

Length: Ongoing

) TORONTO STAR ¢

WEATHER 11 GI1 A MAP 58 THURSDAY.

NVESTIGATION

Just 8% of Torontokids are black
But 41% of kids in care are black

The stunning disparity is being called *a modern-day residential schools system.

isunderstanding and racism are to blame

Ezjv:

Critics believe that poverty, cultural

ONTENTA, LAUSS MONERBAATIN

“Having ¢

INVESTIGATION

46 children’s aid societies, 46 standards of care

Kids in Ontario subject to vastly
different treatment depending
on the location and the agency

SANDRO CONTENTA, JIM RANKIN
AND LAURIE MONSEBRAATEN
STAFF REPORTERS

ANDREW BAILEY AND HIDY NG

DATA ANALYSTS

An unprecedented analysis of data from
Ontario’s children’s aid societies has re-
vealed striking differences in the way vul-
nerable youth are treated across the
province.

Whether children are placed with rela-
tives or in group homes, how likely they
are to rejoin their families after being
placed in care, and even whether they

receive regular dental checkups are all
influenced by where they happen to live
and which of the province's 46 children’s
aid societies takes them into care.

The stark differences are revealed in a
Toronto Star analysis that, for the first
time, compares the performance of these
privately run, non-profit agencies. Drawn
from budget reports and case audits, the
numbers raise the veil on a secretive and
unaccountable system that struggles to
keep tabs on how well its youth are faring.

A child removed from a family in Toron-
to, for example, is more likely to end up in
a group home than one from Brantford,
where a much higher percentage of chil-
dren are placed with kin.

CHILDREN'S AID continucd on A23

>THE SYSTEM AT A GLANCE

Children’s aid eties in Ontario are private,
i by the government. In som s, aborigi-
nal, faith-based and secular societies share a catchment area

non-profit corpo-

Number of children and youth in care in Ontario.

Approximate number who were wards of the province,

living in foster care or group homes, in 2013-14

Children on the path to becoming Crown wards in 2013-14

Age at which children leave care if they are not adopted




Reported serious occurrences in Toronto involving police, 2013
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SOCIETY'S CHILDREN A SERIE

Troubling events rampant at group homes

But province failing to keep track of ‘serious occurrences’ involving vulnerable young people, Star finds
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dlight on the troubled lives
of children placed in group or foster

GETS ACTION
Ontario is set to crack down on a troubled
children’s aid sector with ‘groundbreaking’

legislation that will take aim at systemic racism,

raise the age of protection, allow the province

to seize control of children’s aid societies and . . .

LET YOUTH IN CARE .
HAVE A VOICE Cannabis arrests and charges
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Just 5% of Toronto Kids ure black
But 417 ol kids in care are black
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Cannabis and colour

Toronto data for 2003-13 shows disproportionate possession charges for Black people
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Data for 2003~-2013 show higher rates of charges for black youths, compared to marijuana use reported in the
2015 Ontario Student Drug Use and Health Survey
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Charge rates per Toronto patrol zone

All marijuana possession charges (2003-2010)
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Tips

® Speak “geek to geek” and keep an open dialogue
® Ask for a record layout
® Eliminate obviously contentious data fields (names, etc)

® Don’t be snowed by size - it really doesn’t matter - and
challenge fee estimates

® Don’t know how!? Call a geek
® Assume nothing - “interview” your data

® No one remembers numbers

jrankin@thestar.ca

416-869-4431




