You want the truth!?

Data success stories
>TORONTO STARK






® Open data and journalism
® VWhat is not open
® How FOls for raw data differ from other requests

® FOI requests for raw data are an imperfect tool, but ...
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Data success stories



Municipal request for
crime hot spots

Cost: §

Y

Length: 5 months

Why"? Heard about it
through a police source,
kept secret out of fear of
stigmatizing areas

|

9

URBAN DEVELOPMENT

ROBYN DOOLITTLE PHOTOS/TORONTO STAR

Gavin Morris, 35, works in the financial sector and recently moved to the Glasshouse Lofts, at Queen and Jarvis.

renaissance?

Dundas and Sherbourne
has long been riddled
with crime and poverty,
but it appears poised
for a surprising rebirth

ROBYN DOOLITTLE

JRBAN AFFAIRS REPORTER
With the top down in her burgundy
convertible, real estate agent Kris-
tyn Wong-Tam was enjoying a sun-
ny summer day as she cruised east
along Queen St. towards an office
supply store.,

When the light turned red at Sher-
bourne St., Wong-Tam was day-
dreaming about legal folders and
labels.

Suddenly, someone was scream-

ing. A young woman with leathery

it

|ll “
o il

.y

skin and matted blond hair sprint-
ed into traffic, then hurled her pe-
tite frame into Wong-Tam'’s passen-
ger seal.

“Drive! Drive!” the woman

Less than
one square
kilometre,
the area
ranks at
the top of
the city's
crime lists.

shrieked, diving into Wong-Tam’s
lap. “They’re going to kill me!”

“Butit’s ared light. There’sacarin
front of me,” Wong-Tam stam-
mered.

Changing neighbourhood

The community clustered around Dundas and Sherbourne 5ts. is a high-
crime area filled with rooming houses and shelters. But condos are

springing up and bringing change.

CONDOMINIUMS
Radio City: 462 units
Glasshouse Lofts: 88 units
Regent Park revitalization: this
massive undertaking includes

townhomes, rental units, and houses

as well as a highrise condo.

Modern: to be completed fall 2011,

343 units

Oxygen: to be completed 2013,
48 units

Pace: to be completed 2015,
417 units

Condominium
buildings

A

GAY

NADE 1 B Radio City

Allan
Gardens

Dixon
Hall

SHELTERS

7. Seaton House:
580 beds (after
proposed expansion)
Salvation Army
Maxwell Meighen:
260 beds
Dixon Hall
Schoolhouse Shelter:
55 beds

10. Shelter: 27 beds

11. Shelter: 90 beds

City . Licensed
shelters rooming houses

CABBAGETOWN
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DUNDAS
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Within seconds, two men ap-
peared on opposite sides of the
Mercedes, madly swinging their
fists toward the woman. Wong-Tam
was receiving the majority of the
blows,

The light changed. She hit the gas.
In pain and trembling with fright,
Wong-Tam pulled over a block later
to call the police. The woman ran
away.

Two years later, Wong-Tam is the
neighbourhood’s city councillor.
She has never publicly spoken

Army

DISTILLERY
DISTRICT

h 4

about the attack, but mentions it
reluctantly during an interview as
proof of her personal commitment
to turn the area around.

It won't be easy.

Year after year, the east side of
downtown tops every major police
crime list in Toronto. Simply put,
this is the part of the city where,
statistically, you are most likely to
be shot, stabbed, robbed or sexually
assaulted.

RENAISSANCE continued on GT4




Hottest of the hot spots

I'he Toronto Police Service constantly monitors crime rates across the city. Areas with high concentrations
of crime are called “hot spots.” This chart shows how much police activity centres on Sherbourne and
Dundas. The following data was obtained by the Star through a freedom of information request.

WORST INTERSECTIONS FOR SHOOTINGS Rank e~ iy

40 NUMBER OF SHOOTINGS 1. Sherbourne and Dundas 13 133
e Sherbourne and Dundas

Other intersections Jane and Finch 3 >0

Finch and Albion 11 38

Jane and Wilson 8 36

Rogers and Keele 30

Weston and Lawrence 29

Dufferin and Eglinton 24

Neilson and Sheppard 22

Eglinton and Midland 19

Markham and Eglinton 16

o5 i 07 o8 Queen and Dufferin 16

WORST INTERSECTIONS FOR ROBBERIES ek kel
200 NUMBER OF ROBBERIES 1. Sherbourne and Dundas 311
Jane and Finch 559

150 ——————————— e Finch and Albion 338
Eglinton and Midland 227

e Sherbourne and Dundas Queen and Dufferin 214
Jane and Finch

\ -t “nd | awrane
Other intersections Weston and Lawrence 181

Rogers and Keele 180
Neilson and Sheppard 119
Dufferin and Eglinton 116
Jane and Wilson 97
05 06 o7 08 05 Markham and Eglinton 81

WORST INTERSECTIONS FOR VIOLENT CALLS FOR SERVICE** i
3,500 NUMBER OF VIOLENT CALLS FOR SERVICE 1. Sherbourne and Dundas 15,431
3.000 /\\ Jane and Finch 5,817
Eglinton and Midland 3,351

2,500 Finch and Albion 3,254
2,000 em= Sherbourne and Dundas Queen and Dufferin 3,239
Other intersections Weston and Lawrence 3,008

Rogers and Keele 2,586

1,00 Dufferin and Eglinton 2,513
£00 Markham and Eglinton 1,628

’ lane and Wilson 1. 277
05 '0¢ 7 08 03 Neilson and Sheppard 160 779

J J / 7

1,200

SOURCE: Tororto Felice Service **Includes everts such as: assaults, sex attacks, person with a gun or knife TCRONTO STARGRAPHIC



10 municipal FOls, one still
under appeal

Cost: $125 (10x$5, plus 3
$25 appeals)

Length: 6 weeks on avg.

Why: Beat reporter's
experience and a
reporter's observations,
anecdotal evidence. Data
shows they were right.

STAR EXCLUSIVE

Rich schools

get richer as
private cash

floods system

First school-by-school look at fundraising in GTA
raises alarm about inequality in our classrooms

AND KRISTIN RUSHOWY S s e M N el e S
STAFF REPORTERS

Two public and two Catholic high W
schools in Greater Toronto are  FIRST IN A TWO-DAY SERIES

bringing in more than a milliomn dol-  — ——

lars a year through student fees,




® Municipal request
® Cost: $3K, negotiated down to $350
® Length: 6 months

® Why: Food poisoning that left Rob
“praying to die.”

® Result: Canada’s first public
restaurant safety system

SIGNS OF SUCCESS

DineSafe

cuts rate
of sickness

Food-related illness cases have plunged 30%
since Star exposed violations in city’s eateries

ROBERT CRIBB

STAFF REPORTER

Cases of food-borne illness began to
fall almost immediately after To-
ronto began making restaurant in-
spection results public in 2001.

Now, eight vears after the city
launched the DineSafe program
that publishes inspection results
online and in restaurant windows,
cases of individual food-borne ill-
nesses in Toronto have dropped 30
per cent, says a Toronto Public
Health report.

Itis theclearest evidence yet of the
public health benefits of transpar-
ency, says John Filion, chair of the
city’s board of health,

“This 1s the first time I've seen that
food-borne illness took a dramatic
plunge after we introduced Dine-
Safe. That shows the public not only

MANY CASES
BUT FEW OFFICIALLY
RECORDED

1in6

people suffers food-borne iliness,
but fewer than 1 per cent of cases
are officially recorded.

437,093

estimated cases of food-related
illness occur annually in Toronto.

102,717

people with symptoms of
gastrointestinal illness seek



® Provincial request
® Cost:$150
® Time: 3 months

® Why! Following up on previous
stories

Sickening numbers

ONE IN SIX Torontonians falls ill every year because of tainted food.
That’s 437,000 people, according to first-of-its-kind research obtained
by the Star. And up to 40 PER CENT of cases are caused by bacteria
transferred by food handlers who work sick because they need moncey.

ROBERTCRIBEB
STAFF REPORTER
One in six Torontonians — 437,000
each year — is sickened by food
laced with bacteria, such as salmo-
nella and listena, according to a
groundbreaking study of food-
borne illncssin the city. The results,
triggered by weaknesses in the
country’s food safety system, re-
present about $500 million a year
in hcalth carc costs and lost pro
ductivity, says a report from Toron-
to Public Health obtained by the
Star.

“Thisis a really important piece of
work,” said .John Filion, chair of the
cive board of health “Fvervnone

AARON HARRIS/TORONTO STAR
Patrons dine on a patio yesterday. A Toronto Public Health report says one in six Torontonians falls ill every vear from food laced with bacteria.

lic Health Agency of Canada,
McKepwn said.

“We looked at existing research
armid the bad news on food safety. : about the sources of under-report-

Cascs of individual focd-borne M‘c‘“)' Ao ing, how many get sick but don't go
illnesses in Toronto have declinec 1'(‘S(tluran‘ YCPC Dirty Dining to thg doctors, how many don’; re-
30 per cent after the city launched : ' Tore Sh | sultin alab lest being done, how
the DineSafe program in 2001, \vhy cant - ohodd many don’t find the bug the patient

A RAY OF LIGHT ON FOOD SAFETY

Thare are some promising signs \
cities release

Thatinitiative was introduced af- .0 .whine}“‘?.‘:lg;?\;‘ cateries has, and vou can go back and calcu-
ter the Star's “Dirty Dining" inves- . _iu-'_»_dﬁw“mu“s > 0 be late, estimating how many cases
tigation, which found hund-eds Ve e - Damed | we're losingat each step.”
of restaurants had serious viola- " “TY §S¢g W s Among its rccommendations, the

1016 — i eta- T ¢ . ST _— I alls fi h 1 t
t!om. f_rom cockroac_h infesta L e (.ry Shllt do iepoq".tdc s for the pr9mncfe 3
tions to tilthy preparation areas. —— 2N wn .,OI'LI er compensz.i[mg 00
Stories on DineSafe, tips on staying Headlines from the Star’s — hancler's who are t00.51ck tocome
healthy, personal kitchen nightmares  'Dirty Dining’ seriesin 2000. to work due to “gastrointestinal ill-
and mora starting on GT1. ness.”

Retween 20 per cert and 40 rer



 Requests at three levels of
government

e Cost: ~$2,000
e Length: 2 years

o \Why: Daddy reporter
discovers there's no
iInspection system for
daycares

STAR INVESTIGATION

Dirty
Abuse

You're not supposed

to know it, but children
in licensed centres
endure filthy conditions,
bad food and physical
and emotional harm

ROBERT CRIBEB

ANDDALEBRAZAQ
STAF” REPORTERS

Children in provincially licensed
daycares have been hit, kicked. al
lowed to play in flthy conditions
and fed allergy-trggering tood that
nearly claimed their Lves.

A Star investigation based on
thousands of never-before-released
daycare incidents and inspection
reports has uncovered myriad seri-
ous problems including children
wandering off unattended, being
forcibly eonfined in closets and
storage rooms as punisament, and
served meals prepared in mice-in-
fested kitchens.

But even in the most egregious
cases, the provincial Ministry of
Children and Youth Services is of-
ten slow to act

Daycares with a pattern of prob-
lems are allowecd to operare for
months or even years on provision
al licences, while children are ex-
posad to substandard conditions,
imternal government documents
show.

“The conditions you highlight are
unacceptable and we take it seri-

ttle secrets:
n daycares

After filing freedom of information requests that took more than two years, the Star obtained partially blacked cut
records, including this document, that detail many disturbing incidents at daycare centres.

surance that we will do that. It isn’t
consistentwirhthe healthandwe'l-
being of kids.”

The records are typically kept se-
cret. Parents who trust their chil-
dren with a licensed daycare have
no way of finding out if their day-
care is exemplary or riddled with
problems.

more than two years.

They revealed serinus problems at
several hundred of the 1,400 li-
censed daycares in the provinee.

The highest rate ot reported prob-
lems was in Toronto, but that may
be because the city’s daycares are
more tightly regulated than others
in the province,

FAILING CARE

There were 5,814 serious
occurrances reported by
licensed daycaras across
Ontario in 20C5-2005, including

missing children reports and 675



® Federal request for raw electronic
data

® Cost: $0
® | ength: 5 years

® Why: Folo to a Hamilton airport
story, paper reports

® Results: Daily release of data

Near misses. Navigation errors. Engine fires.
The skies are not as safe as you think. Experts warn
major changes must be made to prevent disaster

STEVE RAUBSILL/TORONTO STAR

Ajel ‘eaves a lrail of simoke as it svers Uuough the sky above Torontlo = while new aviaticni dala leave a Lrail of controver sy, revealing a slew of near m sses and risky Lakeof!s awd landings.

COLLISION COURSE

THE REPORTERS: The Star’s Rober: Cribb, left, Tarsin McMahan of
The Record, and lred Vallance-Joaes of the Hemilten Speciater.

The Toronto Star, Ilamilton Spectator and
The Record of Walerloo Region teamed up

ROBERT CRIEB,

FREID VALLANCEJONES
ANDTAMSIN MCMAHON
TOESTAR NEWS SERVICE

More than 30,000 passengers have
been put at risk over the last five
years when arplanes they were
travelling in came dangerously
close wegether in Canadian skies,
according to never-before-re-
leased fedeal aviation data,

Eesween 2001 and mid-2005,
there were more than 300 inci-
dentsin wkich planes got too close
to each other, according te Trans-
purt Canada data — sbout one -
cident every bwo cays Sametimes,
they come within secends of erazh
itat

altitudes without permission or
making unsafe takeoffs and land-
ings.

> Mechanical malfunztions, from
engine fires to parts falling off in
mid-flght, have risen steadily from
2200 tH 2004

» Smaller aireraft, ‘ncluding
planes gliders anxi h2licopters, are
also mvelved in“near misses,” both
with other small planes ad com-
mercial airplares heading i ard
out of increasingly crewded air-
space chove majar airports.

“There will be a sericus accidont.
It's just a metler of tine,” warns
vetoran aviater Kan Green, whe re-
tired in March after a 23 year ca

raar a¢ 2 semmarcial airlira milar

up 48 pes cent between 2004 and
2006, from 27 to4). 1t was the larg-
est number of fatal erashes since
2001 and resulted in ol deaths

Eight of these deaths were the re-
sult of six accidents in the air taxi
industry, which uses small planes.
That’s deudle the rumber cof fatal
accidents in 2004 and the most
since 1908, In all, the accident rate
fo: Canadian airciat — planes, he-
licopters and gliders — increased 3
per cent between 2004 and 2005,

Cast cutting, human ftifue and
peor morale are key factors that
Hueateasafety i the skies, accord-
ing to dezers of pilots, ar traffic
conirolers and mechanics inter
wranirael
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® Federal and provincial, CPIC and
Inmates

® Cost: $100
® | ength: 5 years

® Why: Tory approach to crime and
punishment
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Why getting tough on crime
IS toughest on the taxpayer

Under new gun and drug legislation, more people will go to prison to serve longer sentences.

Most Canadians think this is a good idea. But an in-depth look at Canada’s criminals and prison

system suggests the opposite: that it’s a recipe for higher costs and, perversely, no less crime

SANDRO CONTENTA,

JIM RANKIN, BETSYPOWELL
ANDPATTY WINSA
STAFFREPORTERS

Canadians firmly support feder-
al measures that will put more
offendersbehind bars for ‘onger,
according to a poll conducted for
the Star-.

That's good news for the feder-
al Tory government but bad
news, experts say, for the erimi-
nal justicz sysiem and for tax-
pavers themselves.

The country’s annual bill for
policing, courts and incarcera-
tion — about $13 billion — is
about to jump. And rather than
make neighbourhoods safer, the
opposite s likely: troubled com
munities dgure to get worse.

Propclling Canacians down
this road — one proven to ke
monstrously expensive and in-
ept at reducing crime in the
United Stales — are seriously
flawed perceptions of crime and
punistunent. Those mispercep-
tions were revealed in therecent
poll done for the Star and an
analysis of three sets of data: one
detailing the criminal histories
of 29 million people and the
other twe showing what neigh-

LUCAS OLENIUK/TORONTO STAR FILEPHOTO
A prisoner looks out into the sunfrom his cell at the federal Stony Mountain Institution near Winnipeg.

THE SERIES

TODAY INIDEAS:

Jailing people is expensive. What
are the GTA's costliest neigh-
bourhoods for incarceration?
Find the answers on aunique
map created with

sentencing data Andread

how one high-ccst neighbour-
hoondis strugglirg with the
incarceration cycle. ID1

TOMORROW: Why natives
suffer the most; punitive palitics
MONDAY: Misperceptions about
criminals; racial differences
TUESDAY: How criminal records
can trip up the not guilty
WEDNESDAY: Lessons from

the United States — longersen
tences don't work

THURSDAY: Tracking the cam-
age of the incarceration cycle
FRIDAY: Siraining an already
burdened prison system
SATURDAY: Whal can be dune

HOW WEDIDIT

The foundation for this series
is data never before s2en by



'If you wish to proceed with the processing of your request, forward a
deposit of $1,599,840.00 by cheque or money order payable to the
Receiver General of Canada,” read the letter from the RCMP's access to
information co-ordinator.

And, "should you wish to continue your request, please note that there are
No guarantees that any part of the information will be released.’
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Maps based on prisoner addresses reveal
where taxpayers spend the most on incarceration

STORIESBY SANDRO CONTENTA, BETSY POWELL, JIM RANKIN AND PATTY WINSA
ANALYSISBY ANDREW BAILEY, MAPPING BY HIDY NG

POSTAL AREA M1E

Unstable funding and
poor services leave kids

easy prey {o gangs

CRIME &
PUNISHMENT

MAPPING PRISON COSTS

FIRST OF AN EIGHT-PART SERIES

A DIFFERENT PATH

Why throwing people
into jail is ‘a lazy
response to poverty

Imagine pockets of cities where so many residents are
in jail and prison, and for so long, that by the time they
are released their incarceration will have cost more
than $15 million. Imagine these people being released
and returning home to the same place and conditions
where the trouble began and, within two years, four



A real-estate guide to incarceration

A unique map shows where in the GTA our prison inmates come from
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a penal system once thought backward. Could we do the same here?
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Diminishing
returns

Each year, Canada spends $13
billion on policing, courts and
corrections, with the latter costing
$2 billion (excluding those in

THE (OST l , ’ 2, _NAVE provincial jails).
“ > Y\ 2508 ¥, \ A3, /S With new laws that will put more
OF CRIME : e ' Y- N " af o IE by v people away, and for longer, that

: £ 3 . bill is about to go up.
SEARCH jail cost maps . N '. — : '. A ‘| This is happening even though
by postal area £ ¢ * 22K : : . | o ¢ / Canada’s overall crime rate has
' ' ' been dropping for the past quarter
| . : k i ; o | century. ltis happening even
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S| Behind The Series  Credits

Must Reads Jall Data

Postal Code Area @ Rankings

Learning to cope in the city's new

2 1 1
crime "hot spot Texas is looking for jail guards ~ enseeemain Please enter the first three characters of your
Restaurant owner Suzette and offering $1,500 recruiting St Em— postal code.
Wilmsmeyer moved from L.A. bonuses for those willing to L B
to Toronto to escape crime. But move to understaffed prisons. =Y
she moved into the city's new The need is not surprising in a
hot spot for violence, the Keele state with the highest incarceration rate, in... . Advertisement -

and Eglinton neighbourhood.

Crime & Punishment
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The costs of high incarceration

Behind the senes Credits

Must Reads Documents, videos, links

Forging a school-to-prison pipeline? Are schools too quick to suspend?

Thousands of students are . The road to being thrown out

kicked out of Ontario schools of school Is paved by missed

each year, with educators opportunities for earty

quietly making sure some don't intervention, a kmited

return. curriculum and poor teacher « Relatod magp: High schocl dropouts
training s

¢ More vwdoos: Expulsion School
e Related documents and links

¢ Secarch schools

Related senes: Cnme & Purishment

School, interrupted
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AN INVESTIGATION INTO RACE AND CRIME

JIM RANKIN/TORONTO STAR

SUING POLICE: Jason Burke, falsely accused of dealing drugs during Caribana two years ago, says he was a victim of racial profiling.

Singled out

Star analysis of police crime data shows

Telling numbers

Police records show that a black person in Toronto
arrested on a single drug possession charge
was less likely to be released at the scene...

% of each racial group

61.8%

... and twice as likely
to be held for a bail
hearing, compared to
a white person on
the same charge.

e [EED

justice is different for blacks and whites

Blacks arrested by Toronto po-
lice are treated more harshly than
whites, a Toronto Star analysis of
crime data shows.

Black people, charged with sim-
ple drug possession, are taken to
police stations more often than
whites facing the same charge.

Once at the station, accused
blacks are held overnight, for a
bail hearing, at twice the rate of
whites.

The Toronto crime data also
shows a disproportionate number

nf hlarly maftaricte ara ficlratead fAr

W Managing Editor’s notebook, A2

leaders and criminologists, sug-
gests police use racial profiling in
deciding whom to pull over.

The evidence is contained in a
massive police database recording
more than 480,000 incidents in
which an individual was arrested,
or ticketed, for an offence dating
back to 1996. It included almost
800,000 criminal and other charg-
es. The Star obtained that data

+hrotich a fraadam nf infarmatinn

community.

Police are forbidden, by their
governing board, from analyzing
this data in terms of race, but The
Star has no such restriction. The
findings provide hard evidence of
what blacks have long suspected
— race matters in Canadian soci-
ety especially when dealing with
police.

Chief Julian Fantino disputed
the findings, saying the colour of a
person’s skin has nothing to do
with how they’re treated by his of-

f1roarce

Chrétien
expected
to keep
cabinet
minister

Ethics report has
‘wiggle room’ to
save MacAulay

By TiM HARPER
AND LES WHITTINGTON
OTTAWA BUREAU

OTTAWA — Jean Chrétien
receives a report from his eth-
ics counsellor today that is ex-
pected to give him enough
“wiggle room” to keep his solic-
itor-general, Lawrence MacAu-
lay, in the federal cabinet.

Ethics counsellor Howard
Wilson completed his report
and delivered it to the Prime
Minister’s Office last night,
where it was received by Chré-
tien’s chief of staff, Percy
Downe.

It was then to be relayed to
Chrétien by secure fax to Bei-
rut, where the Prime Minister
is attending a summit of
French-speaking nations. It
was 1:30 a.m. in Beirut when
the fax arrived so Chrétien
would likely be reading it this
morning.

Senior sources said last night
that unless there is a surprise in
Wilson’s report, the Prince Ed-
ward Island minister will re-
main, Chrétien will return to
Ottawa and weather the inevi-
table storm of opposition and
media protest and forge ahead
with an ethics package by mid-
week.

Wilson has been investigat-
ing whether MacAulay broke
ethics guidelines for cabinet
ministers in the awarding of a
contract and extension worth
$100,000 to Everett Roche, a
Charlottetown political friend
of the solicitor-general’s.

Chrétien will not fire MacAu-
lay unless he is given incontro-
vertible evidence of wrongdo-
ing for two key reasons, sourc-

(W Please see MacAulay, A8
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Police target black drivers

Race alﬂ Crime

STAR INVESTIGATIVE TEAM: JIM RANKIN, JENNIFER QUINN,
MICHELLE SHEPHARD, JOHN DUNCANSON, SCOTT SIMMIE

Star analysis of
traffi
racial profiling

Black drivers confronted by
the flashing lights of a police
cruiser often worry if they’re be-
ing pulled over for the colour of
their skin.

Officers deny that happens.

ic data suggests

M Reaction, A9
M The Star’s view, A12

Now, for the first time, empirical
evidence suggests police have in-
deed been targeting black drivers
in Toronto.

Police traffic offence data, ob-
tained and analyzed by The Star,
shows a disproportionate num-
ber of blacks ticketed for viola-

tions that routinely surface only
after a stop has been made.
These “out-of-sight” traffic of-
fences include failing to update a
driver’s licence with a change of
address, driving without a li-
cence, driving without insurance,

or driving while under suspen-
sion. Police usually discover such
violations only after a motorist
has been pulled over. And, in the
absence of any other charge, it
isn’t clear why drivers involved in
these offences were stopped in

the first place.

It’s assumed random checks
would generate a pattern of
charges that mimics the racial
distribution of drivers in society
as a whole. So the rate at which
minority drivers are charged is
often used, in the U.S., as a bell-
wether for racial profiling.

Canadian authorities refrain
from studying the issue. Toron-
to’s police services board has or-
dered its officers not to analyze

raw race-based crime data, argu-
ing racists might use the result-
ing statistics to stigmatize ethnic
communities.

Police follow that rule, and
don’t record race statistics for the
purpose of ethnic analysis. They
do, however, list skin colour in
most arrest reports when de-
scribing a person charged. It’s
routine in arrests for major

@~ Please see Police, A8
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Police chief calls for

race relations probe

Justice Dubin to
study treatment
of black suspects

By MICHELLE SHEPHARD
AND JENNIFER QUINN
STAFF REPORTERS

One of Canada’s most re-
spected judges will investigate
race relations practices in the
Toronto Police Service, follow-
ing a Toronto Star investiga-
tion that showed blacks are
treated more harshly than
whites.

W Reaction to Dubin probe, B1
W Debate on statistics, B4

W Chief's own words, B5

M The Star’s Ombud, H6

Police Chief Julian Fantino
announced yesterday that he
has asked the Honourable
Charles Dubin, retired chief
justice of Ontario, to conduct
an independent review, meet
with community leaders and
make recommendations that
could “improve our perfor-
mance in this area.”

Fantino spoke publicly about
The Star’s investigation for the
first time yesterday, having just
returned from an out-of-town
conference.

“I have never denied that
there are instances of inappro-
priate conduct by a small num-
ber of our officers and our per-
sonnel — some that have been
viewed as discriminatory and
racist,” he said. “We do not,
however, have a racist or cor-
rupt police service.”

When told of the findings in
an interview before the stories
were published, Fantino flatly
denied any racial bias.

“We don’t treat people differ-
ently,” he said at that time.
“Nor do we consider the race or
ethnicity, or any of that, as fac-
tors of how we dispose of
cases, or individuals.”

Dubin’s review was wel-
comed by board chair Norm
Gardner, who said he hoped
that there were “no restric-

Chief Julian Fantino deserves congratu-
lations for announcing steps to address
the dramatic findings of a Toronto Star in-
vestigation that indicates blacks are being
unfairly targeted by Toronto police.

Although we would have preferred the
chief take such action sooner, we are de-
lighted he now wants an in-depth — and
open — study into possible racial profiling
by his officers.

His moves clearly show he is asserting
his leadership on one of the most sensitive
1esues to affect this citv its nolice and its

Editorial

mer Ontario chief justice, to take an inde-
pendent look at the race relations practic-
es of the force.

Fantino also plans to meet with his se-
nior officers on the issue. He’s inviting
members of the black community to come
in and talk directly with him.

And the chief reaffirmed his willingness
to particinate in a summit of civic leaders

KEN FAUGHT/TORONTO STAR

FORCE UNDER FIRE: Police Chief Julian Fantino discusses the issue of police-minority relations yesterday.

Fantino’s bold move on right path

look at the issue.

All good steps.

And all necessary steps, backed by
promises that he won’t tolerate any form
of racism and that he will act forcefully on
any recommendations that Dubin makes.

Fantino’s bold decision to appoint Du-
bin is a sign that he is at last serious about
coming to grips with this issue.

Since he became chief, Fantino has
worked hard to reach out to minorities in
the city — blacks, gays, Asians and others.

Rut racial bias and nreiudice within the

Race and Crime

INVESTIGATIVE TEAM: JIM RANKIN,
JENNIFER QUINN, MICHELLE SHEPHARD,
JOHN DUNCANSON, SCOTT SIMMIE

Black
crime
rates
highest
oot o

What’s causing
these problems?’

There had been another one.

Soon, a police officer would
face the thankless task of
breaking the news to yet anoth-
er anguished family. The offi-
cer would have to tell Omar
Sheriff Christian’s next-of-kin
that the 26-year-old was dead
— shot as he stood outside an
Etobicoke nightclub.

His Kkilling, like many others
in the black community,
sparked a tragic chain reaction.
Police allege that Christian’s
friends, who knew him as
‘Face’, took off in a fury to
avenge his death. But instead
of finding his killer that hot Ju-
ly night last year, they found
community activist Paul Wat-
son, 33, and his 29-year-old
friend Michael Lewis. The two
were on the doorstep of a To-
ronto housing complex.

In the space of 24 hours,
three black men lay dead; their
names added to a list many
have mourned.

“Look at the news, all the
shootings that have happened
— look at the news,” despairs
Bev Folkes of the Black In-
mates and Friends Assembly.
“You’re seeing black faces,
black faces. I don’t want to turn
the TVon.”

A Star investigation, con-
ducted by analyzing police ar-
rest records, showed that in
certain cases where police have
discretion to use personal judg-
ment, blacks receive harsher
treatment than whites. Last
weekend’s stories prompted a
flood of letters and phone calls
from black readers who say
they have been subjected to ra-
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Life and death on mean streets

Toronto’s patrol
area 2302 has
highest number
of violent charges

Kevin King stands on the
fenced-in asphalt where he
earned his neighbourhood
passport.

There are garbage piles in
the corners, and four poles cast
long shadows through the cen-
tre of the basketball court. And
there was a time, he says, when
50 sweaty teenagers owned
this area, playing ball long after
the streetlights of Kipling Ave.
and Panorama Court came on.

King, having just emigrated
from Jamaica at the age of 14,
quickly found the troubles he
was having fitting into the Rex-

Race and Crime

INVESTIGATIVE TEAM: Jim Rankin, Jennifer Quinn,
Michelle Shephard, John Duncanson, Scott Simmie

dale community vanished on
this paved square.

“It’s tough because it takes a
while for the area to accept
you. I was a baller so I earned it
at the court. It was the only way
I had friends.”

Around 1996, no one’s quite
sure of the date, the basketball
rims were removed. The court
was shut down after com-
plaints, from the surrounding
neighbourhood, about noise.

So teenagers brought togeth-

er by the ball started going
their own ways. King went on
to become a community activ-
ist and now, at 22, holds a col-
lege degree in business mar-
keting.

A short baller named Garcia,
who compensated for his
height with quick feet on the
court, was shot and killed in a
Kipling highrise during a birth-
day party. Another player was
shot but survived.

-

Jughead used to play with
them too. On a cold March
night in 1998, Jughead, known
to police as Jermaine Miller,
shot an undercover officer in
the chest and arm during a
drug deal. Detective Constable
Russ Lillie survived. Miller was
convicted and remains in jail.

There are more than 200 po-
lice patrol areas in the city. Po-

(@ Please see ‘This, A14

Harris a
no-show
as Eves

pays
tribute
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Police union sues Star
over race-crime series

7,200-member group
seeks $2.7B damages
in class action lawsuit

Star stands by stories
as fair, balanced
and accurate

PETER SMALL
STAFF REPORTER

The Toronto Police Association has
launched a $2.7 billion class action libel
suit against the Star for its series spot-
lighting the force’s treatment of blacks.

“Accusing the members of the Toron-
to Police Service of racism is a very seri-
ous allegation and if such a serious alle-
gation is going to be made, the accusers
will be called upon to prove it,” Tim
Danson, the association’s lawyer, told a
news conference yesterday.

The Toronto Star analysis of police ar-
rest data showed that with charges for
simple drug possession, nearly twice as
many blacks as whites were taken into
custody and held in jail awaiting a bail
hearing.,

The data also showed a dispropor-
tionate number of black motorists
were ticketed for offences that routine-
ly would come to light following a traf-
fic stop. Civil libertarians and criminol-
ogists say this pattern points to racial
profiling, whether conscious or not.

Shortly before Danson spoke at the
association’s headquarters, flanked by
president Craig Bromell and other
union officials, the Star was served with

Police union lawyer Ti Danson says
the Star’s racial profiling series ma-
ligned all city officers.

consulting service, found the paper’s
findings to be sound.

In an in-depth analysis of the data,
presented to the Toronto police servic-
es board on Dec. 10, Friendly, author of
The SAS System for Statistical Graphics
and Visualizing Categorical Data, and
associate editor of the Journal of Com-
putational and Graphical Statistics,
said many factors other than skin col-
our affect how one is treated, but that
the effect of skin colour was “persis-
tent, and cannot be dismissed” in the
arrest data.

Danson said he hoped the Star will “al-

He said he thought that the case is ap-
propriate for a jury to decide, partic-
ularly since it’s the community’s view
that is important. “The police really
want to put this in the hands of the pub-
licin the form of a jury.”

Danson said regardless of whether the
association loses the case against the
Star, “there are some things worse than
losing and that’s not even trying.”

When asked whether the lawsuit, re-
gardless of its success or failure, may
create alibel chill that would cause me-
dia to think twice about criticizing in-
stitutions whose employees have pow-
erful unions, Danson called that con-
cern “somewhat speculative.”

He added that the Star has gone well
beyond fair comment in its series.
“This was a direct and frontal attack to
the quintessential core of what it is to
be a police officer.”

The charges examined by the Star are
part of a much-larger Toronto police
database that details all arrests made
since late 1996. The paper first sought
access to the data in a March, 2000,
freedom of information request.

Following appeals and mediation, a
copy of the database, excluding person-
al information, was released to the Star
in May, 2002. It records more than
480,000 incidents in which an individ-
ual was arrested or ticketed, and almost
800,000 criminal and other charges. It
served as the basis of the investigation
into policing, crime and race.

Using relational database software,
Star reporter Jim Rankin spent most of
the summer preparing and analyzing
the data. The Star study examined

The Regional Municipality of York

YORK REGION RAPID TRANSIT PLA
PUBLIC MEETING

Monday, February 17, 2003, 9:00 a.

At its meeting of December 19, 2002, York Regional Council endorsed a st
recommendations regarding the York Region Rapid Transit Plan. It was rec
that the necessary steps be taken in order that the Region be able to incol
share capital corporation under the new Municipal Act, 2001, and the Reg
anticipated to be passed thereunder.

The Regulations under the Municipal Act, 2001, will require that a Busines
Background Study and a proposed by-law of the Region authorizing the ir
of the corporation be prepared and be made available to the public at leas
before a public meeting to review and discuss the Study and the propose«

Accordingly, notice is hereby given that a public meeting will be held on Fi
2003 commencing at 9:00 a.m. at the York Region Administrative Centre a
Yonge Street, Newmarket, to consider the Business Case Background Stu
proposed by-law of the Region. Any person attending the meeting may m:
representations relating to the Business Case Background Study and proy
We would appreciate that any written submissions or requests to speak be
to Denis Kelly, Regional Clerk, at (905) 830-4444, ext. 1300 before Februar
S p.m.

A copy of the Business Case Background Study and the draft by-law to es
corporation is available for inspection at the Regional Clerk’s Office, York |
Administrative Centre, between 8:30 a.m.and 5:00 p.m. Monday to Friday.
the Business Case Background Study and the draft by-law to establish the
are also available on the Region’s Web site.

For further information on the York Region Rapid Transit Plan Public Meeti
Business Case Background Study, please contact Patrick Casey, Senior M
Relations Specialist, at (905) 830-4444, ext. 1235, or visit the York Region
www.region.york.on.ca or the York Region Rapid Transit Plan Web site at
www.region.york.on.ca/yrtp

=M YRTP
YORK RARID TRANSIT PLAN
Making the Right Connections!




Race Matters ~ 2010



RACE MATTERS

When good people are
+ Municipal request, SWept up with the bad

appealed, Divisional E—
Court and COA . e e

LOCATION DETALS OFFKER NO.(S)

EFERENCE TYPEREF NO. | NATURE OF CONWACT

] ] ' ;
n ' |
d e C I S I O S | CRCUMSTANCES OF INVESTIGATION

_AP;—'EAP.N\CE ‘ EYES | MAR STYLEAENGTHCOOLOUR)

» Cost: $6,000 () I —

 Length: 7 years

JIM RANKIN/TORONTO STAR

Teacher Rohan Robinson has been K ' Police frequently stopped Mark
stopped numerous times. Cain, now a convicted murderer.

° W h y : I: O ‘ 0 -t O 2 O O 2 SEVEN YEARS AGO, a Star investigation into race, policing and crime in Toronto was met with denials of
_ racial bias. Today, police across the country readily acknowledge bias is a factor and the Toronto Police
R dCce adln d C rime Service is setting an example for other services and institutions with its diversity policy. Yet, race still
ser | es matters. Today, using never-before-released data, the Star launches a series highlighting the Toronto police
practice of documenting people in mostly non-criminal encounters. In an uneasy trade-oft for safer streets,

both “good” and “bad” end up in a growing database. Young black men, more than any other group, are most

likely to be stopped and documented. Jim Rankin reports.
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' A 1068267 551 Drug Related 12/3/2011 4:45:00 PM 2011 23 Male White 1988 JUN 137
1068268 131 Bail Compliance Check-No Viol 12/4/2011 9:18:00 AM 2011 86 Male White 1925 SEP 3911
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CARDED: Probing
a racial disparity

JIM RANKIN
STAFF REPORTER

10...9...8...

Rohan Robinson begins the men-
tal countdown. A police cruiser has
pulled up beside his Acura, an offi-
cer has peeked in the driver’s side
window, and the cruiser has
dropped back in behind his car.

FAYS SEY e O

Usually, he sees the flashing lights
in the rear-view mirror before he
reaches zero, “It's so routine now
that I know,” says Robinson, 32, an
elementary school teacher with the
Toronto District School Board.

Robinson, who is black, estimates

that since 2001, he has been
stopped close to 30 times while
driving in Toronto without being
ticketed. On a few other occasions
he was handed tickets, and he says
he deserved them.

Before he was old enough to drive,
beginning when he was 15, he
would be stopped while on foot.

Toronto police question hundreds
of thousands of people, both walk-
ing and driving, every year. In many
cases, officers fill out a “208” card,
police lingo for an index-card-sized
document used as an investigative
tool and, according to Chief Bill

CARDED continued on IN4

INVESTIGATIVE TEAM:

David Bruser

Moira Welsh
Andrew Bailey

Jim Rankin

Hidy Ng

Patty Winsa

Brett Popplewell
Michele Henry
Dale Brazao

and Diana Zlomislic

Mapped by police

patrol zones; data
from 2003 to 2008,

Black and white:
A difference in documentation

Police stop and document a higher Increased likelihood of being

proportion of black people than white stopped and documented by
people in every single one of the city’s police if you're black

patrol zones, save one. In most areas, the compared to white
chances of being stopped if you're black [ Less than1

are at Ieas't two to th_ree times higher. And 1to less than 2

in predominantly white, more affluent 2 to less than 3

neighbourhoods, that likelihood is at least
three to five times higher, but can go as
high as 17.

CREDITS: MDY NG. MAPPING ANALYSIS; ANDREW BAILEY. JIM RANKIN, DATA ANALYSIS/TORONTO STAR
SOURCE: Toronto Polce Service: Statstics Canada

B 3tolessthan 5
B 5 to 17 times more likely

® Mapping used to show where police document
people the most, by race

® Census data used for benchmarking



RACE MATTERS

Blacks are three times more
likely than whites to be stopped
by police and questioned.

The Star investigates why:.
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Must Reads

Part 1: Blacks documented by police at
high rate

In a freedom of information
request that spanned nearly
seven years, the Star obtained
six years worth of contact-card
data from Toronto police.

Part 2: Troubled neighbourhood
desperate for change

Chalkfarm towers in northwest
Toronto are stained with blood
and fear — and a deep
antagonism between police
and tenants.

In this section:

Video: Profiling - or practical
policing?

Resources: Data and background
2002 Race and Crime series

Interactive: Police Patrol Zones

- Advertisement -

With data starting
from $5/month

on the Tab™.

Click for more info.
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 Municipal request
 No appeals, no cost

 Length: Less than a year

Known to police

Toronto officers stop, question and document hundreds
of thousands each year. Young men of colour are
‘carded’ In numbers far above their population

Black and white:

A difference in documentation

Police stop and document a higher proportion of black people than white
people in each of the citys 72 patrol areas. On average, blacks are 3.2 times
mare likely to be documented than whites, but in predominantly white, more
affluent neighbourhoods that likelihocd increases.

Increased likelihood of being
stopped and documented by
police if you're black, compared
to white
NUMBER OF
LIKELIHOOD ZONES
1tolessthan 2

2tolessthan 3
B 3tolessthan 5
B S to 10 times more likely

No data

JIM RANKIN
PATTY WINSA

>TAFF REPORTERS

“I find the
data hugely

In a cramped oftice in the Weston-Mt. Dennis neighbour- problerratic,
hood, this question is put to young men taking part in a regardless
program designed to keep them from the trouble that comes
with gangs, guns and drugs: of what
Do yon think l‘mlir'u have \'h‘»ppwi, rlln-\‘firmud and docu- explana“on
ll'llt‘ _n..h d every _\'oung m.n.1 ,(,)1 L.()l()llf 11.1.1111.\ 1}{ .!‘")}~1[k'g.l-l].()l,’.d.' s pl’OVldEd
0 aone, the young mer agree that is the case in their part of

town, one of13 designated by the city as priority districts, and by the pO|lC€

one where there had been a spate of homicides. service.”

“I am sure of it,” says Arnold Jeyabalan, 25, a case manager
and employment counsellor with Prevention Intervention
Toronto, the federally funded pilot project operazing in this
office off the lobby of an apartmen: building, The project
rloses at theend of March.

“At least once,” continues Jeyabalan, who grew up in Mal-
vern, another of the city’s at-risk neighbourhoods, and has
worked with youth in Weston-Mt. Dennis since 2007,

A Star analysis of Torcnto police stop data from 2008 to
mid-2011 shows that the number of young black and brown
males aged 15 to 24 documented in each of the city’s 72 patrol
zones is greater than the actual number of young men of
colour livingin those areas.

Young white males and those designated as “other” do

ALOK MUKHERJEE

atiract police attention, but nothing as
pronounced as black and brown youth.

Toronto police Chief Bill Elair dismiss-
es the possibility that his officers, who
are encouraged to stop, question and
document citizens in all areas of the city
as part of regualar and targeted police
waork, may have documented all young
black and brown men in certain areas.

“I can’t imagine that that’s true,” Blair
said in an interview that stretched over
two hours and included two deputy
chiefs,

People come and go, he said, and citi-
zens are documented in areas where
they do not live, which indeed accounts
for many of the cards filled out in certain
neighbourhoods.

Blair pointec to internal police data
that, unsurprisingly, show many of
those stopped within patiol zones do
not live within them. This, he argues,
would account for much of the huge
discrepancy inwho is carded.

CARDING continsed on IN3

TARA WALTON/TORONTO STAR
Chief Bill Blair says the police strategy is working.




Toronto officers stop, question and document hundreds
of thousands each year. Young men of colour are
‘carded’ In numbers far above their population

Black and white:
A difference in documentation

Police stop and document a higher proportion of black people than white
people in each of the city's 72 patrol areas. On average, blacks are 3.2 times
more likely to be documented than whites, but in predominantly white, more

Mapped by police

affluent neighbourhoods that likelihood increases. aatrol 2ones: data

trom 2009 10 200

Increased likelihood of being

stopped and documented by
police if you're black, compared
to white
NUMBER OF
LIKELINOOD ZONES

1to less than 2 6

2tolessthan 3 24
B 3 toless than 5 31
B 5 to 10 times more likely 11

No data

CREDITS: HIDY NG. MAPPING
ANALYSIS: ANDREW BAILEY. HIDY
NG, BM RANKIN. DATA
ANALYSIS/TORONTO STAR
SOURCE: Toromo Police Sesvice
Statistics Canada
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TORONTO STAR FILE PHOTO
ice board chair Alok Mukherjee.

it mitigates any potential risk ordam-
> that'’s caused by it,” says Blair. “We
» the word balance around here a lot
Tving to strike that all-important bal-
ce between the work that we have to
in enforcement or in crime preven-
n or through this felt presence — and
the same time, I don’t want young
ople to feel that they're being unfairly
geted.”

lair created a specialized policing tac-
called Toronto Anti-Violence Inter-
1tion Strategy (TAVIS) in response to
pike in homicides in 2005, the so-
led “Year of the Gun.” The strategy
olves targeting violent areas with of-
ors who stop, question and document

2 ) ‘\;IT‘\II\‘ sy i "\4\‘\ (2" 272 5 l"\“ t\f}\l'u'nl‘m‘

Carding on therise

After peaking in 2007 and declining in 2008, the number of contact CARDS BY THE YEAR
cards filled out by Toronto police in mostly non-criminal encounters

with citizens has steadily increased, adding more personal details CARDS DOCUMENTED/THOUSANDS
to a massive police database that has no purging requirements. A0
Areas with high levels of violent crime are more heavily policed in

this way. These areas, typically, are neighbourhoods where there 400
are lower incomes, fewer opportunities, more single-parent families

— and more visible minorities. 200

l

Overall increase
in carding since

100 2008: +18.1%

MOST CARDED AREAS: 2010 200

Patrol zone 121, which includes the neighbourhood of Weston-Mt.
Dennis, has seen a spate of homicides in the past few years and,
unsurprisingly, is where police have filled out the most contact cards.
The downtown patrol zone 523, which includes the Entertainment 0

District, is also a place where police document many citizens. 03 08 05 ™

!

CARDS DOCUMENTED
Less than 2,500
2,500 to 5,000

5,000 to 7,500

B 7,500 to 10,000
B More than 10,000

No data

Zone 121

—a 11
CHANGES BY . o w
PATROL ZONE: -. T Zone 523
2008 TO 2010 -

Carding increased in 51 of the city’s 72 patrol zones between 2008 and
2010. Areas in mid Toronto and the west end saw the largest increases,
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“These stops contribute to black males” alienation from Canadian society’

“There are
bad apples
i every area,
but this whole
community’s

e —

’ Contirnsnd Ireem previows page
R d
ace car s' Dere were 2808573 cands filled out in
2001, 20000 fewer than 2007 but wp IS per
oent from 2008

In an mierview with the Stor two years
a0, BMadr attribasted the drop | 2008 to

Police documentation by skin colour

It

B 2 possiSle 1hat in certain areas of Tororts, polce over the past severs
years have docaomented every yourng man of colour? Overall n Tororto
the rurmber of young Slack and Srows malea documented by police is
greater than the rumber of yourg males of those skin cofours who live In
the city. Of course, pecple move about and net everybody documented

Blacks accoust for B.3 per cont of Toronlo's population Yet of the 125
milion contact cards Slled cut by Toreonto polce officers when they
stopped and questionad peopie betweon 2008 and mgd-2011, 23 4 per
cent were for peopie identilied as Bach. This table shows who police

::":‘:f':.;‘(,’,:: shin colour catenoriey, for what resmon and the per cent the possibdity that potice had gotten to gﬂ“ng wil Be from the city. But & does allow lor the Queabion 2o e mbod
SRR~ 1 “know”™ many people, and there wis bess targetcd -
Per cont of total popelation need to document them. This time ' ALL AGES AND GENDER
Black Brown Whe Other around. Blair a0 the ﬂlh‘K‘lUﬁ‘:’. - ARNOLD POCLEMNTID ADVIDUM S 1RO 2008 TO WS
8.3% = 12.7% S17M% T creases are the result of intelbgence-led JEVARALAN

policing in vicken! crime hot spots

15 e ooty awvadable benchmark

More nlormation on the story behind the rumbers i3 available 2 www ibestarcom

- B Rankin

aostionec, bt what we'ne not secing in
the data that we harve are the stories that
we heswr of young men who are in seigh-

know what they look Fee”
Ancther explasation for the over-re-
preserttation of blacks i the card data -

%
BLACK: Enaugh ack peogle dotumented to egual 74 O of the city's black PO O

“On the one hand thes sy sometiones
2ot guns and drags off the street. On the
other haexd, our reseserch shows that these

imoractions with the yosth *
Data nalyus by Asdvew Baliey, Mooy
Ng and Lon Rankin

£ L Yet police il out these cards in every 2
v e e e leas. s e eer—epliacty N. -f e .h = ‘(“').j:r“j L\ = BROWN: Encugh bromn pecple dodumested 10 egud 39 /0 Of the City's Brows gopulation
General investigation 452 904 potioe work. In Gxct, most polior services
28.1% msss—— (=] collect data from noercriminal encoun- 300/
Radio call 185.756 bers they harve with the pubi. WHITE: Encugh white pecple documented 10 egued 0 of the cy's white popuiation
19.1% s wrn "When | have two cops walking down 0
Trathic viop 179118 the street, [ dont want them post talking OTHER: Encugh other people documenied to ogual 9 /o.:l the city's other popuatan
24.7% w— T == - 9% to cach other” Blaur saovs. “1 want them to
vehcie relate 6.7 talk to the people . ... the shop owners, the
S e SR - YOUNG MEN, AGED 15 70 2
29.3% m—— ' - o there, plining there, kids goung to school
Liguer liconce act 30 339 It that felt presence. You want them to 3400/
12.5% e . g e with poopde. And one of the things BLACK YOUTH: Encugh Slack youth decumented 10 equa O of the city's young black population
Bad complance check (no violation) 22 453 WE reguure « ot every imteraction with 0
45.8% = the public « is that they record a cortain BROWN YOUTH: Encugh Srown youth documented 2o egual 183 /o of the city’s yourg brown popelation
a% Squeegee kid/panhancies St person 19.944 amount of information about those o
9% = Dvug refated = 19710 :;-:ll’:lf‘uﬂx NG Do WHITE YOUTIE: Lnowg white youth documented to egual 99 /0 of the city's yourg white popslation
27.7% we— - e Youth interviewoed by the Sar for past . 330/0 7
27.3% e— !'u_".p),yn; = 18.163 stortes and for '.h‘u series speak of e | . ‘ A BANCI/ TOSONTD STAR OTHER YOUTM: Enough other youth docemented to egual of the oty's other youth
TTC redirtod 17 840 counters with police that begin badh. Federal Tunding for Weston youth workers Arsold Jeyabalan and Zola Jeffers and their Prevention intervention eads this month, e 1 ' " ) . M A . 10RO . e AS Ay
19.6% s—— - such as being interruptod during » bas
Emotionally disturbed person 15014 Rethodl game on an outdoor oot and hood, referring to street crime iad police. Do i Dot your bome.” bourboods other thae thetr own who are ane few wish 1o beoach publicly « Bswho  sops contnbute to Black mades” alen Vi°|ent C'ime
16.1% e - sl 80 prodoce ientificatson, “But 1 always feel that, boecause [ Bve in Uaiversity of Windsor laew peofessor Da-  stopped by the polioe snd essentially tokd, s respossible foe stroet crisnes ation from Canadian socsety.” - -
Dagute (non-domestic) 12 9 Mary feed “criminadized™ by the e the neighbowrhood and becanse [ it the vid Tinowsch has described the growing your know, “IF yvou dont harve any legits 5 the sserne freodonsof - information re Since becoming cluef in 2005 Blair s £ 009-2010
20.29% w—— e ence and that they have no coice but to profiie of young Black male, I guess I'm police databose of people stopped sed made business here, especialy al night,  quest, the Stor obtained Torooto police boen Guick o acknowledge that racial bi-  Blacks are charped with a
Traffic stop caution 11951 aewer police questions, even o they are adwirys going %o be targeted ™ documentod in these mostly nomeorimi-  you shouldnt be i the seva, and to move arrest send chasge Gt that shows Dlacks 25 & & resdity In policing, s it is with any  disproportionate number of
18.4% we— - pot reguaired 8o do so Like ths eperence be dad two yoars nmal encoumderns i 2 “so-walk lat”™ for " adoag™™ represenst 30 per cont of charges for vio-  other sogment of society that hires from  volent Crimes
18. Shoplfing 11584 To go silest or, worse yet, Wl or run a0 with TAVES officess: “We wereal the  cialized youth™ The Star sealysis of the police stop data  lent offesces yet compuise 83 percent of  the Buaman race
6% m— Seasltieus scik — 11 381 ey, Bwiles moee troubie. baskethall 'u.un and they roll up on s .ln a ruling & 2004 Jmhn: Harry Lo showes Dlacks are msoce Beely than whites the population . But be h.u a0 stressod that his stratogy O
25 5% mmmm— oy mm U . Aside from & few youth \fmir:y who  and say, “Wose, don't move. Dont maove. Foemse, now on the Ontario Court of Ap- to e & v..'t-‘vmnj N arcis where fowet This resvains ufull.ug,\x! from peest Star with 'L\‘- IS&%0 h-:.r. iy police i aress of 0
General info for imtelligence unit 7 651 Barve Bad their own experiences Being ’Tlu‘-' scarched one of them and they  peal, wondered if the practice of nl«-uu Dlack poople live x‘.t}r\-\. = 2002 and 2000 higgh victaeeation nnx-;m-.nlu“uuh- =}
29.9% s—— ] stopped by Toconto police, the youmg sy, “Wow, what do you luse in your pocks menting ciEoens wiss a possie tood foo However, the overall Jeved of ceding of Univessity of Torcesto criminology pro-  be poocer and hosne Lo more visibde mi of Taronko's nontlation &
Sex trade related 1456 poople the Sar mtervieowed foe this story o7 ‘Nothing' Doat le to me. Where s racial profiling ctisents o highest In aress where more fosor Scot Worthey Bbelioves police e nosibtios Y R A, et
9.1% s rer did not want to be identifiod, et they  the stull?” " “This kind of dadly trackingofthewhere: visible minoeitios Ive using the same kad of “actaarial resesot “The most important statistic so g7 VI9UR, DT
Observed But not spoken to 3 048 sliaee simikar sorsea, There was s “stuff” abouts of persons — including mueyy in- Owisis-Bempalds says Gata suggesting ing™ with yoorng back men that insurers Blade sy, searing the end of the ster.
42.6% m— - "One thing I lessrrod is that if you've not “It fecks moee Bke another systom of  nocent lawalnding persons — has an as-  that in some aress police may have docss: oflen soe when looking & young made  view 0
Sex reddted 2561 avolved @ that stufl then you doa't luve oppression where the police e that poct 1o 8 ol reminds me of foomer gove  msentod every young black or brown sale  drivers, “1 ink that all of thase young poople
15.2% e 3 - sy peodtdoma” says oo thougheful black power just 1o ket you know that they have  ermument rogimes that T am certain all of  “spesdos exactly 1o this being renstiniscent = oter words, just o all young mades are safer today than they were Bve years o
47.9% Lin related Ly’a man of 2 Bviegl in 2 pesceity neighbour-  that right 1o come any time and your s would pevfer not o replicate” wrote  of apeetheid South Africa and the pass  pay higher e roarnce promicens re-  ago And T thisk its G more likely that 000 e oharon
- mnhu % (violation) - 1 763 l.n_"'nnlx. Lorws which were sood thery 80 & r.'.r:(!?r erdiess of their drving recoedd )f-.:‘;: young people ¢ Be sacoessful and trve i ' .' Sl . ... ”"_ Y \'[' 0
4127 ee—— — - THE DATA TRAIL Akwasi Owusu-Beropedy, adoctorad can-  msoserment of hilacks in the country b L.n-.uh—n are poying o higher “polcing their neigdourhoods without being fear e Lspestdee "J g
Street gang 1461 L'.cL-‘:*;c! the Usiversity of Tocontos Cen- Chief Blair snd podico beend ¢ h.ur‘ Muk-  premium”™ becase of the criming ac-  ful Wi 1 n JCN
66.4% i The duts i tha serien win obtaned in a Freedom of information request that o a follow- e of Criminclogy and co-asathoer of a 208 henoe rojoct the igartheid comparison Bons of & few “That's ultisately why we're doing ths d el D s
Break and enter 1 345 up 10 previous reguests, which date back to 2000 paper callod “The sl saspects polics “Aparthesd in South Afrsca wis state The “higher rate of offending muay be the B sodier for those young poopde.” 4 . “
15.8% s e The data dotail srrets and charpes aod who Toroeto police stop, question and docu- op and search peactioos i Canada™ be-  seesctioned aexd -backed practioe,” Muk result of fendly bsues, mciam, poverty, Police are certainly awsev of the noga- '
Disabled parking permit 923 ment on forms calied Faeld ormation Regorts. Siace 2003, Toronto police have filled boves the patterns rvveadod in B ro-  horor s in an esvail “Net o in Toron unesployrnent and other social Sxctory”™ 1w peroeptions,
B.3% = HIT ot 2.9 million of these cards, in interaction that usaaly imlve No arrests or charpes search s i certain Tosnnto neghbour- bo, and that & a significant point of deguar sy Worthey, who studies youth crinse They harvve corouadte] youth over how o mmm pm 2-
Gratie 51 Polce removed mamet and other idestifying elements from the data hoocls in the Sior analysis e “reminis-  ture soud policing and co-wrole the Usuad S  improve imtoractions they have with ’
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A heavy police presence is a defining feature
of life in Weston-Mt. Dennis. The body
count 1s down, but tensions are high
between youth and police

Patrol 7.
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JIM RANKIN/TORONTO STAR

PATTY WINSA In this episode from the first season, But this isa place where single famiies  Building No. 9, the last structure
AND JIM RANKIN drug dealer Avon doutles a bounty on  struggle, unemployment is high and standing of the former Kodak plant,
STAFF REFORTERS the heads of rival Omar, a likeable yet there is a general lack of opportunity. is still an icon — for lost jobs and

A flickering television illuminates the young faces in a dark- deadly dealer, and his crew. It’s street  This is what kids see out their windows:  neighbourhood declire. The old CCM
ened room at 121 Humber Blvd., a community housing apart- retribution for a rip-off that will, natu-  on Aug, 25, 2010, four menwereshotina  bicycle plant is gone too. The

ment building in a neighbourhood labelled one of Toronto's rally, go unreported to the authorities. housing complex next to 121 Humber, high-crime Weston-Mt. Dennis area
most troubled. The boys and girlsin the room, mostin  including a 19-year-old with a bullet in  is one cf the city’s 13 "priority” or
The bovs and ¢irls and vouth workers of the Bovs and Girs  theirearly teens see a reflection ofwhkat  his chest a 17-vear-old with two bullets at-risk neighbourhoods.




Patrol Zone 121
~F : s ; Veston-Mt. Dennis neigl .LH_.ILH 100d. It's

‘atrol Zone 121 cuts through 1
where police filled out ¢ ontact cards belween 2008 and
nid-2011. Of the city's /2 patrol zones, it has the nighest black

' lowing a spate of homicides, Chiel Bili Blair deployed

ation. ro
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Chrin Blachkwood, eft, and Rayon Beown of the Boyx and Gurls O, Police

“sftomaticaly saerse wa e drug dealory aad Kilery” says Browe

‘It's not all

Former T2 Divinion ot commander, 22 Seperntendest Tom Rusael, o and s replacement Phadya Yaoun of the York Yoush Coaltion challonpes area politicianm ot »

Sperrtendent Mark Saenders, cutuide e station & the corser of Trethewey and Black Creoek Drtves comyrunity meeting et month that locumed on youth programmeng and Sanchag
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a doom-and-gloom story here’
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INVESTIGATION
Toronto police board chair

&
‘ appalled by Star findings
‘ ‘/ aS a l I I that show a stubborn rise
® in the number of citizens

stopped and documented
bv our police officers

UnaCC E | ab]e with black males
heavily overrepresented

s

JIM RANKIN AND PATTY WINSA
STAFF REPORTERS

ANDREW BAILEY AND HIDY NG

DATA ANALYSTS

Despite years of growing eriticism, To-
ronlo police conlinue (o disproportion-
ately stop. question and document blacks
— and to a lesser extent, people with
“brown” skin — adding their personal
details into a controversial database.

Proportionally, a new Star analysis of To-
ronto police data from 2008 to 2012 shows
blacks here were stopped and documented
lo a higher degree than blacks who were
stopped and frisked by New York City po-
lice under a policy there that has led to
outrage, lawsuits and settlements.

The overall number of people of all col-
ours documented by Toronto police also
steadily rose in those five vears, according
Lo a Star analysis of conlact card data.

Looking solelv at young black male To-
ronto residents, aged 15 to 24, the Star
found the number “carded” at least once
between 2008 and 2012 — in the police
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INVESTIGATION

One cop,
five years,

0,600 cards

Is an individual officer’s high rate of street checks

of blacks a reason for police to be concerned?

JIM RANKIN AND PATTY WINSA ) TORONTO STAR 4
STAFF REPORTERS R
‘Devastaling, ===

ANDREW BAILEY AND HIDY NG Unacceptable’
DATA ANALYSTS
During Officer #81499756’s time with
the Toronto Anti-Violence Interven-
tion Strategy unit, the first-class con-
stable would, on a typical shift, stop,
question and document about a dozen
people in encounters that typically in-
volved no arrest or charge.

As every other police officer in Toronto  The Star's new
is expected to do, this officer filled out analysis of police
contact cards on the people he — and carding practices
usuallyone or more partners —stopped.  began Saturday:.
Name, date of birth, location, physical
description, the reason for the stop,




contact cards

thestar.com



Ex officer’s
candid view
of carding

Toronto police say stopping, questioning
and documenting citizens is an invaluable
investigative tool, but one disagrees

What follows 1s the frank perspective of a former
Toronto police officer, who asked not to be identified out
of concern of being seen as anti-police and how 1t might
affect employment. The Star asked the former officer
about the practice of stopping, questioning and docu-
menting citizens in what are mostly non-criminal en-
counters. These are called street checks, 208s or contact
cards.




“We’ll actually go out 1n the parks and whatever and we’ll look
for guys who fit a certain description, who may not be wearing
fancy clothes, and we'll harass them, like literally. And we call

it shakedown.
“You have to, because at the end of the day i1t’s numbers.”
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Read the series at thestar.com/unequaljustice
> Insight, A family's story, INT

> Analysis, IN3. Editorial, IN6

> Tomorrow: Harsh justice for aboriginals

Black and aboriginal people are overrep-
resented in Ontario’s youth and adult
jails, with some staggering ratios that
mirror those of black Americans in US.
Jails.

A Star analysis of Ontario jail data,
obtained by University of Toronto doc-
toral candidate Akwrasi Owusu-Bempah
through freedom of information re-
quests, shows:
> In Ontario, aboriginal boys aged 12 to
17 make up 2.9 per cent of the young
male population.

But in Ontario youth facilities they

SATURDAY, MARCH 2, 2013

Black and aboriginal youths
overrepresented in Ontario jails

make up nearly 15 per cent of young
male admissions.

In other words, there are, proportion-
ally, five times more aboriginal boys in
the young male jail population than
what they represent in the general
young male population.

JUSTICE continued on A18




Jail admissions

The proportion of aboriginal and
black inmates admitted to
provincial jails is greater than the
proportions of aboriginals and
blacks in the general population,
which means they are vastly
overrepresented in jail. There is
no such overrepresentation for
white inmates.

B % OF GENERAL POPULATION
B % OF JAIL POPULATION

ADULT ADULT  821%

1992-2008 —
13.2% 13.4%
3 7% e 8%
'I 4% 3 10/0

Aborlgmal Black White Other

MALE YOUTH
2005-2011 73%

58.5%
0
22% 199%
14.8%
9 20/0 4.8%
X 90/0
]

Aborlgmal Black White  Other

FEMALE YOUTH
2005-2011 72 99

62.9%

5% 7%
2 9Cy0 &40/0

Aborlgmal Black White  Other
SOURCE: Ministry of Children and Youth Services and

Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services
and Statistics Canada




Bail or jail REMAND ADMISSIONS || SENTENCED ADMISSIONS

A comparison of Ontario adult
inmate admissions data shows Aboriginal
that, for the fiscal year 2010/2011,
white people were the least likely
of all ethnic backgrounds to be
held in jail pending trial, and most
likely to be entering jail to serve a
sentence. Factors in denying bail
include seriousness of the alleged
crime, criminal histories, inability
to find a surety, lack of a stable
environment to return to, and risk
of flight. Spending time in remand
before trial increases the
likelihood of a guilty plea, studies
have shown. It is also a period
when accessing rehabilitation and
other programs is most difficult.

SOURCE: Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services, Statistics Canada

NOTE: In a given year, a person could spend time in jail on remand — which

is awaiting bail — and also receive a sentence. They would show up in both categories.

*Other includes East Asian, Hispanic, South Asian, Southeast Asian, West Asian/Arabic TORONTO STAR GRAPHIC
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DREAMSTIME PHOTO ILLUSTRATION

@ with the names ol her sons, since this
story delves into their youth records.)
‘ e I I l O e Jean, who is while, raised her boys.

who present as black, on her own. She
was a leenage mom. with a supportive
familv. She worked as hard as she could

) i @ © ‘
to support the boys and further her ovn
education. Today she has a well-paying
, jobwarkingwith special needs children.

But along the way, just about every
factor experts cite when talking about

The case of a Toronto family illustrates how young black men can get IR EDOM ol WhAL, Nl peopis I Jegal

trouble and jail came into play.
g - . T IR (4 - g t 2 o % A TI > '_f(l -I-d’ l o "l c Tl 1 as
caught up in the system, and how it can be hard to get out o 10, Hor wie'n Terithul: Teaghiors
talked of attention deficit disorder, in
addition to his diabetes, The Children’s

JIM RANKIN AND PATTY WINSA dropped by just before Christmas and Ald Society, following up on an educa-

STAFF REPORTERS found Thomas to be out, without his tors belief he needed Ritalin, got in-
HIDY NG mother.

volved. Jean, who did not want her son
DATA ANALYST

It did not matter to police that Thom- on the drug, said she was forced to hand
On a cold Saturday night in January, Jean, 40, sits at the as, adiabetic with a host of food allergies, efic over Thomas for a psychiatric assess-
kitchen table of the east Toronto apartment she shares with Ustioe

had taken a cab to hospital, where he ment or would risk losing both boys for
her two sons, Brandon, 19, and Thomas, 22. Both sons have  was being treated in the emergency being an unfit mother who refused

cycled in and out of the youth criminal justice system, and  room. medical treatment.
now find themselves in serious trouble as young adults. Jean has just returned from a police ONLINE “I was fought by the doctor. I was
Court paperwork is scattered across the table, station, where she was fingerprinted > I fought by the CAS. Eventually 1 caved.”
After spending years bailing out her boys, the elder perhaps ~ and photographed on the surety charg- See our websile for a timeline Thomas was taken, screaming, by po-

more than 50 times, Jean finds herself at the dismal point  es. It’s now up to the courts to sort that on the history of youth justice lice, to a youth psychiatric crisis centre.

m  anads o videas ol -



Aboriginal people often

uneq uaI end up in jail after

: . minor crimes lead to

JUStICG more trouble. But there
are small signs of hope

'] got caught up
in the system’

PATTY WINSA AND JIM RANKIN

STAFF REPORTERS

As Jill Buckshot describes the addiction
that helped put her in prison, her words
sometimes slur together over the
phone, so that she has to spell out “dope
sick” and “Dilaudid.”

“Dope sick” refers to the violent phys-
ical reaction that occurs when an addict
goes a day without drugs. The second
term is the narcotic she would steal for.

Buckshot, who became addicted at 25
after having surgery and taking a pre-
scribed narcotic for the pain, would
steal steaks from an Ottawa grocery
store by hiding them under large pack-
ages of toilet paper. Then she'd sell them
for half-price.

Jill Buckshot, seen
in a recent photo,

became addicted

at 25 after taking

a prescribed

[} ] Q
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i CBCNEws

Missing & Murdered

Unsolved cases of indigencus women and girls

thestar com
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"Having her there at
the birth of my

daughter is one of my
favourite memories.”

Candice L'hommecourt, Shelly's sisler

GOI

MISSING ano MUS
INDIGENOUS WO

(=)
Angel Carlick Shelly Dene

25, Missing since 2013. Unsolved.

'HE WAS ABLE TO
MANIPULATE THE

7 Y. SITUATION
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e Eight provincial requests
and counting

e Couple of appeals

e Cost: $6,000

* [ength: Ongoing
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Just 8% of Toronto kids are black
But 41% of kids in care are black

The stunning disparity is being called ‘a modern-day residential schools system.

q

L &

Critics believe that poverty, cultural misunderstanding and racism are to blame

SANDRO CONTENTA, LAURIE MONSEBRAATEN
AND JIM RANKIN

STAFF REPORTERS
In the Toronto area, black children are being taken
from their families and placed into foster and group-
home care al much higher rates than white children.

Numbers obtained by the Star indicate 4 per cent of
the children and vouth in the care of the Children’s Aid
Society of Toronto are black. Yet only 8.2 per cent of
Toronto’s population under the age of 18 is hlack.

By conlrasl, 37 per vent of kids i the care of the
Toronto CAS are white. at a ime when more than half
of the city’s population under the age of 18 iswhite

Other figures obtained by the Star indicate the over-
representation is provincewide.

“The gross overrepresentation of black kids in the
CAS is like a modern-day residential schools system,”
savs Margaret Parsons, exceutive dircetor of the Afri
can Canadian Legal Clinic, which advocates on behall
of the province’s 560000 black residents,

“This is another forn of racial profiling” she savs.
“Theyre profiling black parents in a verv negative way.”

Patricia knows first-hand how cultural misunder-
standings can lead to black children being removed
from theirhomes

She was shocked when police and a Toronto children’s
aid worker came to her tidy bungalow two years ago to
sav her granddaughters were being taken into care.

CARE continued on A33

SOCIETY'S CHILDREN A SERIES
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“Having a very strong

kind of fumily ties and
upbringing and a very
clear sense of culture and
identity  for that to be
stripped away from me in
a blink of an eve has had a
very., very negative impact.”

PAUL CHAPMAN
WHO YWAS TAKEMN FROM HIS SINCL=
MOM. ALONG VW TH HIS SIX S BLINGS

JIN RANKINATORONTO S5TAR

Pzul Chapman, who was S whan na was ramoved tram his tami'y home, says many alack yvauth “losa themselvas” after being putin cara.

SATURDAY SECRETIVE SYSTEM | SUNDAY A NEW APPROACH

FRIDAY THE DRUG PROBLEM

Shocking levels of behavicur-altering
medication for childrenin care

The child welfare systemis lacking
transparency and accountability

A ride-along with a chilcren’s aid society
that strives for a gentler way
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46 children’s aid societies, 46 standards of care

Kids in Ontario subject to vastly
different treatment depending
on the location and the agency

SANDRO CONTENTA, JIM RANKIN

AND LAURIE MONSEBRAATEN
STAFF REPORTERS

ANDREW BAILEY AND HIDY NG
DATA ANALYSTS

An unprecedented analysis of data from
Ontario’s children’s aid societies has re-
vealed striking differences in the way vul-
nerable youth are treated across the
province.

Whether children are placed with rela-
tives or in group homes, how likely they
are to rejoin their families after being
placed in care, and even whether they

receive regular dental checkups are all
influenced by where they happen to live
and which of the province’s 46 children’s
ald societies takes them into care.

The stark differences are revealed in a
Toronto Star analysis that, for the first
time, compares the performance of these
privately run, non-profit agencies. Drawn
from budget reports and case audits, the
numbers raise the veil on a secretive and
unaccountable system that struggles to
keep tabs on how well its youth are faring.

A child removed from a family in Toron-
to, for example, is more likely to end up in
a group home than one from Brantford,
where a much higher percentage of chil-
dren are placed with kin.

CHILDREN'S AID continued on A23

>THE SYSTEM AT A GLANCE

Children’s aid societies in Ontario are private, non-profit corpo-
rations regulated by the government. In some areas, aborigi-
nal, faith-based and secular societies share a catchment area.

Number of children and youth in care in Ontario.

Approximate number who were wards of the province,
living in foster care or group homes, in 2013-14

Children on the path to becoming Crown wards in 2013-14

Age at which children leave care if they are not adopted
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SOCIETY'S CHILDREN A SERIES

Troubling events rampant at group homes

But province failing to keep track of ‘serious occurrences’ involving vulnerable young people, Star finds

SANDRO CONTENTA, JIM RANKIN

AND LAURIE MONSEBRAATEN
STAFF REPORTERS

ANDREW BAILEY
DATA ANALYST

Several times daily in Toronto, vulnera-
ble children and teenagers in group
homes are physically restrained by staff
or charged by police, or they run away.
Their stories are briefly told in 1,199 To-
ronto reports describing “serious occur-

rences” filed to the Ministry of Children

and Youth Services in 2013. Most involve
children and youth in publicly funded,
privately operated group homes.

The Star obtained the reports in a free-
dom of information request and com-
piled them according to the type of seri-
ous event that occurred — something the
ministry does not do. They note every-
thing from medication errors to emo-
tional meltdowns to deaths.

And they shed light on the troubled lives
of children placed in group or foster

homes by children’s aid societies and des-
perate parents.

There are 3,300 children and youth in
484 group homes in Ontario, according to
the ministry. Those homes, along with
foster parents and children’s aid societies,
generate almost 20,000 serious occur-
rences filed provincewide every year.

Yet the ministry does not know, for ex-
ample, if physical and chemical restraints
are being used more or less often over the
years, or if more children are sustaining

“There's no
evidence that
anybody is
taking this
seriously.”

KIM SNOW
RYERSON
LINIVERSITY
PROFESSOR AND
RESEARCHER

serious injuries while in care. How can
practices be improved if no one is keeping
provincewide track of what is going
wrong?

“There’s no evidence that anybody is tak-
ing this seriously,” says Kim Snow, a Ryer-
son University professor and researcher
specializing in child and youth care.

GROUP HOMES continued on A17

Use of restraint common in group homes, Alé




Reported serious occurrences in Toronto involving police, 2013

There were almost 1,200 serious occurrences in Toronto group homes in 2013. The police were
involved in 460 of those incidents, resulting in 115 arrests.

B POLICE INVOLVEMENT NO POLICE INVOLVED
SERVICE AGENCY (GROUP HOMES) TOTAL SERIOUS OCCURENCES ARRESTS

A Circle of Support (2 locations) . 6 —

Aisling Discoveries Child and Family Centre B 59 —
Arrabon House ll 9 —

Catholic Children's Aid Society of Toronto | 16 1
Children's Aid Society of Toronto (includes foster homes) NG 223 11
Cedar Heights Residential Living (3 locations) I 20 =
Delisle Youth Services Il 14 6

D.L.C. Residential Services 22 =

East Metro Youth Services (2 locations) Il 44 13
Enterphase Child & Family Services (2 locations) B 76 —
The George Hull Centre Boys House (3 locations) R 45 10
Griffin Centre Mental Health Services (3 locations) Il 37 3
Hanrahan Youth Services (2 locations) INGTEEGEGEGEE 126 29

The Hincks-Dellcrest Centre (2 locations) IR 113 8
Kennedy House Youth Services (4 locations) NG 97 27

LOFT Community Services | 8 —_

The Massey Centre for Women 13 —

QOakdale Child & Family Service (3 locations) = 8 —
Oolagen Community Services | 7 1

Rosalie Hallk 7 —

Sancta Maria House Il 12 —

Storey Homes (4 locations) | 15 —

Turning Point Youth Services (5 locations) GG 74 6
Youthdale Treatment Centres (4 locations) il 23 —
Youthdale Treatment Centres (secure facility) i 119 —
YouthLink i 7 —

SOURCE: Ministry of Children and Youth Services ANALYSIS: Toronte Star TORONTO STAR GRAPHIC




GETS ACTION

Ontario is set to crack down on a troubled
children’s aid sector with ‘groundbreaking’
legislation that will take aim at systemic racism,
-aise the age of protection, allow the province

to seize control of children’s aid societies and . . .

LET YOUTH IN CARE
HAVE A VOICE

SANDRO CONTENTA, LAURIE MONSEBRAATEN RONTO STAR 4
AND JIM RANKIN y/ AL \JINUIN LUV O LOAIN Y
STAFF REPORTERS b . .

Just 8% of Toronto kids are black
But 419 of kids in care are black

Thre sbarmuing dispauily is being called womaodern doy residential scheels ssslemn!”
Critics beliove that poverts, coadtura] misunderstanding and eacien ave 1 blame

Sweeping changes to Ontario’s child protection law will give
children a say over decisions related to their welfare, allow
the government to grab control of children’s aid societies and
increase the age of protection from 16 to 18.

“The proposed legislation is going to be groundbreaking,”
Children and Youth Services Minister Michael Coteau told
the Star’s Robert Benzie on Wednesday.

“I believe that it’s going to be reflective of what people in
Ontario expect in regards to the delivery of child welfare in
the province,” he added.

The minister will unveil changes to the Child and Family The Star reported in December 2014
Services Act today at Toronto’s Covenant House homeless  on the disproportionately high number
youth shelter. Sources told the Star the proposed legislation of black youth in foster and group homes.
will emphasize the rights of children and youth to participate
in all decisions about practice, policy and legislation that Irwin Elman, Ontario’s advocate for chil-
affect them. dren and youth, said in a statement

The 1nspiration comes from a coroner’s inquest into the Wednesdav.




Cannabis arrests and charges
2017



Cannabis and colour

Toronto data for 2003-13 shows disproportionate possession charges for Black people

B Black | White [ Brown [ Other
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Toronto Star Analysis / Source: Toronto Police Service

Data for 2003-2013 show higher rates of charges for black youths, compared to marijuana use reported in the
2015 Ontario Student Drug Use and Health Survey

B Black | White ™ Brown [ Other
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Toronto Star Analysis / Source: Toronto Police Service



Charge rates per Toronto patrol zone
All marijuana possession charges (2003-2010)
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Toronto Star Analysis / Source: Toronto Police Service




Tips

® Speak “geek to geek’ and keep an open dialogue
® Ask for a record layout
® Eliminate obviously contentious data fields (names, etc)

® Don’t be snowed by size - it really doesn’t matter - and
challenge fee estimates

® Don’t know how!? Call a geek
® Assume nothing - “interview” your data

® Nlo one remembers numbers



jrankin@thestar.ca
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