
You want the truth?
Data success stories





• Open data and journalism

• What is not open

• How FOIs for raw data differ from other requests

• FOI requests for raw data are an imperfect tool, but …





Data success stories



• Municipal request for 
crime hot spots 

• Cost: $25 

• Length: 5 months 

• Why? Heard about it 
through a police source, 
kept secret out of fear of 
stigmatizing areas





• 10 municipal FOIs, one still 
under appeal 

• Cost: $125 (10x$5, plus 3 
$25 appeals) 

• Length: 6 weeks on avg. 

• Why: Beat reporter’s 
experience and a 
reporter’s observations, 
anecdotal evidence. Data 
shows they were right.



• Municipal request

• Cost: $3K, negotiated down to $350

• Length: 6 months

• Why: Food poisoning that left Rob 
“praying to die.”

• Result: Canada’s first public 
restaurant safety system



• Provincial request

• Cost: $150

• Time: 3 months

• Why? Following up on previous 
stories



• Requests at three levels of 
government 

• Cost: ~$2,000 

• Length: 2 years 

• Why: Daddy reporter 
discovers there’s no 
inspection system for 
daycares



• Federal request for raw electronic 
data

• Cost: $0

• Length: 5 years

• Why: Folo to a Hamilton airport 
story, paper reports

• Results: Daily release of data



Crime & punishment ~ 2008



• Federal and provincial, CPIC and 
inmates

• Cost: $100

• Length: 5 years

• Why: Tory approach to crime and 
punishment



"If you wish to proceed with the processing of your request, forward a 
deposit of $1,599,840.00 by cheque or money order payable to the 

Receiver General of Canada," read the letter from the RCMP's access to 
information co-ordinator. 

And, "should you wish to continue your request, please note that there are 
no guarantees that any part of the information will be released."









Crime & Punishment

http://www.thestar.com/news/crime/crime.html


School, interrupted

http://www.thestar.com/suspend


Race & crime ~ 2002
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Blacks arrested by Toronto po-
lice are treated more harshly than
whites, a Toronto Star analysis of
crime data shows.

Black people, charged with sim-
ple drug possession, are taken to
police stations more often than
whites facing the same charge.

Once at the station, accused
blacks are held overnight, for a
bail hearing, at twice the rate of
whites.

The Toronto crime data also
shows a disproportionate number
of black motorists are ticketed for
violations that only surface follow-
ing a traffic stop. This difference,
say civil libertarians, community

leaders and criminologists, sug-
gests police use racial profiling in
deciding whom to pull over.

The evidence is contained in a
massive police database recording
more than 480,000 incidents in
which an individual was arrested,
or ticketed, for an offence dating
back to 1996. It included almost
800,000 criminal and other charg-
es. The Star obtained that data
through a freedom of information
request, marking the first time ac-
cess to these numbers was grant-
ed to anyone outside the police

community.
Police are forbidden, by their

governing board, from analyzing
this data in terms of race, but The
Star has no such restriction. The
findings provide hard evidence of
what blacks have long suspected
— race matters in Canadian soci-
ety especially when dealing with
police.

Chief Julian Fantino disputed
the findings, saying the colour of a
person’s skin has nothing to do
with how they’re treated by his of-
ficers.

“We don’t treat people different-

JIM RANKIN/TORONTO STAR

SUING POLICE: Jason Burke, falsely accused of dealing drugs during Caribana two years ago, says he was a victim of racial profiling. 

Star analysis of police crime data shows
justice is different for blacks and whites

Singled out

AN INVESTIGATION INTO RACE AND CRIME3

Telling numbers
Police records show that a black person in Toronto 
arrested on a single drug possession charge 
was less likely to be released at the scene...

... and twice as likely 
to be held for a bail 
hearing, compared to 
a white person on 
the same charge.

76.5% 
61.8% 

SOURCE: Toronto police arrest records 1996-2002 in which race is specified

White Black White

Released at scene Held for bail
Black

15.5% 7.3% 

% of each racial group

F Please see Toronto, A12
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BY TIM HARPER
AND LES WHITTINGTON

OTTAWA BUREAU

OTTAWA — Jean Chrétien
receives a report from his eth-
ics counsellor today that is ex-
pected to give him enough
“wiggle room” to keep his solic-
itor-general, Lawrence MacAu-
lay, in the federal cabinet.

Ethics counsellor Howard
Wilson completed his report
and delivered it to the Prime
Minister’s Office last night,
where it was received by Chré-
tien’s chief of staff, Percy
Downe.

It was then to be relayed to
Chrétien by secure fax to Bei-
rut, where the Prime Minister
is attending a summit of
French-speaking nations. It
was 1:30 a.m. in Beirut when
the fax arrived so Chrétien
would likely be reading it this
morning. 

Senior sources said last night
that unless there is a surprise in
Wilson’s report, the Prince Ed-
ward Island minister will re-
main, Chrétien will return to
Ottawa and weather the inevi-
table storm of opposition and
media protest and forge ahead
with an ethics package by mid-
week.

Wilson has been investigat-
ing whether MacAulay broke
ethics guidelines for cabinet
ministers in the awarding of a
contract and extension worth
$100,000 to Everett Roche, a
Charlottetown political friend
of the solicitor-general’s.

Chrétien will not fire MacAu-
lay unless he is given incontro-
vertible evidence of wrongdo-
ing for two key reasons, sourc-

Chrétien
expected
to keep
cabinet
minister 

F Please see MacAulay, A8

Ethics report has
‘wiggle room’ to
save MacAulay
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BY DALE BRAZAO
STAFF REPORTER

KINGSTON — A convicted
killer told a parole board hear-
ing that he should be kept in
prison for the rest of his life for
his role in the rape and murder
of Toronto “shoeshine boy”
Emanuel Jaques 25 years ago.

And Robert Kribs got his
wish when a three-member
panel of the National Parole
Board denied him his freedom
in a hearing at Kingston Peni-
tentiary yesterday. 

The lanky, fit-looking Kribs
admitted he sexually assaulted
the boy and handcuffed him to
his bed to prevent his escape
from his apartment but claims
he was out of the room when
Saul Betesh drowned the
youngster in a kitchen sink.

“I’m guilty of murder. The
boy died on my shift,” Kribs
said. He told the panel he was
raised to accept responsibility
for his actions — and that’s
what he did when he pleaded
guilty to first-degree murder in
1978, and that’s what he was
doing now.

“My feeling is that I should
spend the rest of my life in pris-
on,” Kribs said. “As far as I’m 

Parole denied
for Jaques’ killer
‘I should die in
prison,’ Robert
Kribs tells panel 

F Please see ‘Boy, A11

BY MARTIN REGG COHN
ASIA BUREAU

KUTA, Indonesia — The
carved Hindu temple that dom-
inates Bali’s modern airport, on
the way to passport control,
gives visitors a taste of the cul-
tural traditions on this fabled
tropical island. Closer to the
baggage carousels, a neon bill-
board of a woman surfer shows
off Bali’s trendy side.

But these classic images of
Bali, which have long greeted
visitors to Southeast Asia’s

busiest international airport,
have been overshadowed by a
more jarring sight.

In the wake of last week’s
devastating bomb blasts that
killed more than 180 people,
hand-scrawled signs at the air-
port offer assistance to grieving
relatives. Local volunteers keep
a vigil in the arrivals area,
ready to help foreigners whose
trip to Bali could well culmi-
nate in a cremation ceremony
for a loved one.

Woiling Wen, who moved
here from Canada in search of
a peaceful retirement four
years ago, has spent the past
week working non-stop to help
Balinese cope with the fallout 

Bali’s burden
will be economic
Further turmoil
looms as tourism
industry is ruined

F Please see Bali’s, A25

Muhammad Ali continues
his fight against his toughest
foe — Parkinson’s disease
— during a CFL game in To-
ronto tomorrow. Legendary
columnist Milt Dunnell, 96,
shares stories of the cultural
icon at the peak of his physi-
cal powers, while reporter
Chris Young introduces the
people for whom Ali is still
“the Greatest.”
F Stories, C1

Tales of 
The Greatest

Also inside . . .
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Black drivers confronted by
the flashing lights of a police
cruiser often worry if they’re be-
ing pulled over for the colour of
their skin.

Officers deny that happens.

Now, for the first time, empirical
evidence suggests police have in-
deed been targeting black drivers
in Toronto.

Police traffic offence data, ob-
tained and analyzed by The Star,
shows a disproportionate num-
ber of blacks ticketed for viola-

tions that routinely surface only
after a stop has been made. 

These “out-of-sight” traffic of-
fences include failing to update a
driver’s licence with a change of
address, driving without a li-
cence, driving without insurance,

or driving while under suspen-
sion. Police usually discover such
violations only after a motorist
has been pulled over. And, in the
absence of any other charge, it
isn’t clear why drivers involved in
these offences were stopped in

the first place.
It’s assumed random checks

would generate a pattern of
charges that mimics the racial
distribution of drivers in society
as a whole. So the rate at which
minority drivers are charged is
often used, in the U.S., as a bell-
wether for racial profiling.

Canadian authorities refrain
from studying the issue. Toron-
to’s police services board has or-
dered its officers not to analyze

raw race-based crime data, argu-
ing racists might use the result-
ing statistics to stigmatize ethnic
communities. 

Police follow that rule, and
don’t record race statistics for the
purpose of ethnic analysis. They
do, however, list skin colour in
most arrest reports when de-
scribing a person charged. It’s
routine in arrests for major 

Police target black drivers 

F Please see Police, A8
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Star analysis of
traffic data suggests
racial profiling 

4 Reaction, A9
4 The Star’s view, A12

BY BETSY POWELL
STAFF REPORTER

In the ’80s, hitting the gym
often meant pumping iron or
bouncing around to throbbing
tunes under fluorescent lights
in drab spaces lined with mir-
rors.

That might have cut it in the
days of Jane Fonda and leg
warmers. But today’s fitness
palaces are trying to woo mem-
bers with a slew of novel, fat-
burning activities and ameni-
ties in settings that are any-
thing but dingy.

“This is not a gym, this is Las
Vegas,” declares Mike Garcia,
manager of Venice Fitness’s
50,000-square-foot Scarbor-

ough location, which features
mosaic floors and a waterfall.

In the past decade, the num-
ber of fitness facilities in the
Toronto-area has exploded, in-
cluding those outlets owned by
the big, established chains,

such as YMCA, Good Life, Bal-
ly’s, the Fitness Institute and
Extreme Fitness, not to men-
tion a rapid increase in the
number of work and condo
complexes equipped with
workout facilities.

To survive in the cutthroat
Toronto market, facilities are
finding they must offer more
than barbells and rowing ma-
chines. 

“The old style was to attract
one kind of person. Now
they’re trying to cater to every-
one by offering something for
everybody,” says Garcia, who
also manages Venice Fitness’s
downtown location.

Stiff competition is another
reason many of the upstarts are
“trying to distinguish them-
selves by specializing in differ-
ent areas,” says Doug Long-
well, publisher of three fitness
industry magazines. For in-
stance, Curves is a chain of
clubs exclusively for women.
There are other clubs for 50-
plus and plus-sized. Then there
are the facilities that specialize
in one activity, such as “hot yo-

Finessing the fitness centre
Today’s clubs are
worlds apart from
the gyms of old

PETER POWER/TORONTO STAR

TAKE THAT: A class at the new Totum gym on King
St. W. is put through its paces recently.

F Please see Don’t, A15

World
Series opens
Barry Bonds didn’t wait long to
make an impact. Bonds be-
came the 26th player to homer
in his first World Series at-bat
when he connected in the sec-
ond inning against Anaheim’s
Jarrod Washburn. 
F Full Story, E1

Legendary Canadian radio per-
sonality Earl Warren has died
at his home at the age of 69.
Warren spent 50 years in
broadcasting, carving out a
place in broadcasting history in
the 1970s and 1980s at CFRB.

F Full story, A2

Earl Warren dies at 69
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BY CAL MILLAR
STAFF REPORTER

WELLAND — Friends and
schoolmates hugged and
prayed yesterday at the scene
of a crash that killed four peo-
ple — three of them teenaged
pedestrians — and left a
fourth young woman in criti-
cal condition. 

Witnesses and Niagara Re-
gional police say it was just af-
ter 9:30 p.m. Friday as Jona-
than Kaufman, 17 and Jordan
Haag, Kristy Scott and Starla
Lazoren, all 16, were walking
from a neighbourhood store.
They were headed to a
friend’s house to play pool,
when a car spun out of control
without warning and
slammed into them. 

The teenagers were on the
sidewalk, with their backs to
the vehicle. They likely heard
nothing until the late-model
red Monte Carlo made what
was described as a sickening
squealing sound as the tires
bounced over the curb on
Thorold Rd., about three
blocks west of Niagara St.

The caretaker of a nearby
apartment complex heard
someone scream out, then the
sound of a car as it hit a tree.

Haag, Kaufman and Scott,

all residents of Welland and
students at Centennial Sec-
ondary School, were killed in-
stantly. The driver of the car,
30-year-old Welland resident
Robert Totten, also died.

Lazoren, a student at Notre
Dame high school in Welland,

received massive head and in-
ternal injuries and remains in
critical condition. She under-
went emergency treatment
and was scheduled to be
transferred to Toronto Gener-
al Hospital.

Police described the crash

as the worst multiple-fatality
collision ever in Niagara Re-
gion.

The teenagers, who had
been friends for most of their
lives, had all attended Centen-
nial Secondary School last
year but Lazoren decided to

take her Grade 11 and 12 at
Notre Dame. 

Friends said it was normal
for them to spend Friday
nights visiting friends to
watch television, play video 

F Please see 4, A15

Welland in shock
over deadly crash
Four die, one
injured in worst
Niagara collision

CAL MILLAR/TORONTO STAR

HARD TO BELIEVE: Teenaged friends mourn yesterday at the scene of a fatal crash in Welland.

JORDAN
HAAG

JONATHAN 
KAUFMAN

STARLA
LAZOREN

KRISTY 
SCOTT

BY LOUISE BROWN
EDUCATION REPORTER

For the 19-year-old from a
Chinese fishing town, part of
the thrill of a Canadian school
is being allowed to argue with
your teacher.

“In China they might take of-
fence, but teachers here en-
courage you to think openly
and speak out — and I want to
learn this,” explained Gump
Wang, a fee-paying foreign stu-
dent at North York’s Georges
Vanier Secondary School.

There’s also the more hu-
mane Canadian school day —
unlike the 12-hour timetables
back home.

To Russian teen Mila
Soutchkova, Grade 10 in Cana-
da means getting to choose two
of her subjects, nutrition and
visual arts, which the rigid Rus-
sian curriculum would never
allow.

“And Russian schools do not
stop for lunch,” confided the
soft-spoken 16-year-old stu-
dent at Georges Vanier. “So
here, I like to go to McDonald’s
and have a burger.”

They are two of a soaring
number of international stu-
dents across Canada, children
whose families pay big bucks
to send them here to learn.

Students
welcome
with a
visa and
a Visa

F Please see Foreign, A4
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Troops free
Moscow hostages

NEWS, A3

There had been another one.
Soon, a police officer would

face the thankless task of
breaking the news to yet anoth-
er anguished family. The offi-
cer would have to tell Omar
Sheriff Christian’s next-of-kin
that the 26-year-old was dead
— shot as he stood outside an
Etobicoke nightclub.

His killing, like many others
in the black community,
sparked a tragic chain reaction.
Police allege that Christian’s
friends, who knew him as
‘Face’, took off in a fury to
avenge his death. But instead
of finding his killer that hot Ju-
ly night last year, they found
community activist Paul Wat-
son, 33, and his 29-year-old
friend Michael Lewis. The two
were on the doorstep of a To-
ronto housing complex.

In the space of 24 hours,
three black men lay dead; their
names added to a list many
have mourned. 

“Look at the news, all the
shootings that have happened
— look at the news,” despairs
Bev Folkes of the Black In-
mates and Friends Assembly.
“You’re seeing black faces,
black faces. I don’t want to turn
the TV on.”

A Star investigation, con-
ducted by analyzing police ar-
rest records, showed that in
certain cases where police have
discretion to use personal judg-
ment, blacks receive harsher
treatment than whites. Last
weekend’s stories prompted a
flood of letters and phone calls
from black readers who say
they have been subjected to ra-
cial bias by police.

Although the Star stories did 

Black
crime
rates
highest
‘No one was born
violent . . .
What’s causing
these problems?’

F Please see ‘You’re’ , A14
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BY MICHELLE SHEPHARD
AND JENNIFER QUINN

STAFF REPORTERS

One of Canada’s most re-
spected judges will investigate
race relations practices in the
Toronto Police Service, follow-
ing a Toronto Star investiga-
tion that showed blacks are
treated more harshly than
whites.

Police Chief Julian Fantino
announced yesterday that he
has asked the Honourable
Charles Dubin, retired chief
justice of Ontario, to conduct
an independent review, meet
with community leaders and
make recommendations that
could “improve our perfor-
mance in this area.”

Fantino spoke publicly about
The Star’s investigation for the
first time yesterday, having just
returned from an out-of-town
conference. 

“I have never denied that
there are instances of inappro-
priate conduct by a small num-
ber of our officers and our per-
sonnel — some that have been
viewed as discriminatory and
racist,” he said. “We do not,
however, have a racist or cor-
rupt police service.”

When told of the findings in
an interview before the stories
were published, Fantino flatly
denied any racial bias.

“We don’t treat people differ-
ently,” he said at that time.
“Nor do we consider the race or
ethnicity, or any of that, as fac-
tors of how we dispose of
cases, or individuals.”

Dubin’s review was wel-
comed by board chair Norm
Gardner, who said he hoped
that there were “no restric-
tions” on the study, saying it
should be “all-encompassing.”

Police chief calls for
race relations probe
Justice Dubin to
study treatment
of black suspects 

KEN FAUGHT/TORONTO STAR

FORCE UNDER FIRE: Police Chief Julian Fantino discusses the issue of police-minority relations yesterday.

4 Reaction to Dubin probe, B1
4 Debate on statistics, B4
4 Chief’s own words, B5
4 The Star’s Ombud, H6
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Fall back
Daylight saving 
time ends 
Sunday at 2 
a.m., so don’t 
forget to set 
your clocks 
back one hour.

BY MARY GORDON
STAFF REPORTER

The Toronto Star Santa
Claus Fund launches today
with an unprecedented reach
beyond Toronto’s borders to
help even more children have a
happier Christmas. 

Poverty and homelessness
have no boundaries, and as the
Greater Toronto Area expands,
more 905-area families are
struggling to get by. In fact,
families with children are the
fastest-growing group among
the homeless in Peel Region. 

That’s why the fund is ex-
panding from Toronto into
Mississauga and Brampton to
deliver 44,000 Christmas gift

boxes to needy children —
4,000 more than ever before. 

“This is a dramatic break-
through for the fund” said Star
publisher John Honderich.
“We have wanted to expand in-
to Greater Toronto for some
time, but the resources and the
donations and the need didn’t
allow us to do it.” 

This year’s fundraising goal
is $1.2 million, and Rose Cud-
ney, The Star’s executive direc-
tor of philanthropy, has faith
that Star readers will make it
happen. 

“Children who are under-
privileged are always a concern

to the populace,” she said.
“Children are the people who
grow up and make the econo-
my run. So unless they get a
good start, what chance do
they have?”

Cudney, who has worked
with the fund for 34 years, is
overwhelmed each year by Star
readers who, time after time,
help thousands of families. The
goal is always met and often
surpassed. 

“I’ve learned that in a city
that can sometimes be per-
ceived to be cold and uncaring,
that that is so far from reality,”
Cudney said. “The population
of this city is so generous, and
really does care.”

The seeds of the Santa Claus
Fund were planted more than a
century ago, when a young boy
named Joseph went to a frozen
pond one winter day. 

Many children were flying
around the ice, but Joseph just

sat and watched.
“Why aren’t you skating?” a

woman asked the boy.
“I don’t have any skates,” he

said. The boy’s father had died
in an accident when Joseph
was a baby, leaving his mother
to support eight children. 

The woman, moved by the
young boy’s story, bought the
child a pair of skates that
Christmas.

Joseph Atkinson never for-
got her generosity. 

When Atkinson grew up to
become publisher of The Eve-
ning Star, which would later
become The Toronto Star, he
published stories about less
fortunate children, like the
child he used to be. Atkinson
asked readers to donate money
to buy stockings filled with
fruit, candy and mitts. The gifts
were distributed through his 

A holiday smile for 44,000 kids
Star Santa Claus
Fund remembers
children in need

F Please see Santa, A19

Canadians are at risk of los-
ing the health-care system they
profess to love unless they
cough up an extra $5 billion a
year in taxes, a Senate commit-
tee says. Senator Michael Kir-
by delivered his final report
yesterday saying that without
the cash infusion, the ailing
medicare system will continue
to deteriorate.

F Stories, A17, A21, A23

Report urges
medicare tax 

Chief Julian Fantino deserves congratu-
lations for announcing steps to address
the dramatic findings of a Toronto Star in-
vestigation that indicates blacks are being
unfairly targeted by Toronto police.

Although we would have preferred the
chief take such action sooner, we are de-
lighted he now wants an in-depth — and
open — study into possible racial profiling
by his officers.

His moves clearly show he is asserting
his leadership on one of the most sensitive
issues to affect this city, its police and its
minority communities in years.

Indeed, he is doing the right thing in
asking Charles Dubin, the respected for-

mer Ontario chief justice, to take an inde-
pendent look at the race relations practic-
es of the force.

Fantino also plans to meet with his se-
nior officers on the issue. He’s inviting
members of the black community to come
in and talk directly with him.

And the chief reaffirmed his willingness
to participate in a summit of civic leaders
proposed by former lieutenant-governor
Lincoln Alexander, who now heads the
Canadian Race Relations Foundation, to

look at the issue.
All good steps.
And all necessary steps, backed by

promises that he won’t tolerate any form
of racism and that he will act forcefully on
any recommendations that Dubin makes.

Fantino’s bold decision to appoint Du-
bin is a sign that he is at last serious about
coming to grips with this issue. 

Since he became chief, Fantino has
worked hard to reach out to minorities in
the city — blacks, gays, Asians and others. 

But racial bias and prejudice within the
Toronto police force existed long before
Fantino became chief.

Here’s his chance to fix it. 

Fantino’s bold move on right path
Editorial1
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Kevin King stands on the
fenced-in asphalt where he
earned his neighbourhood
passport. 

There are garbage piles in
the corners, and four poles cast
long shadows through the cen-
tre of the basketball court. And
there was a time, he says, when
50 sweaty teenagers owned
this area, playing ball long after
the streetlights of Kipling Ave.
and Panorama Court came on.

King, having just emigrated
from Jamaica at the age of 14,
quickly found the troubles he
was having fitting into the Rex-

dale community vanished on
this paved square. 

“It’s tough because it takes a
while for the area to accept
you. I was a baller so I earned it
at the court. It was the only way
I had friends.”

Around 1996, no one’s quite
sure of the date, the basketball
rims were removed. The court
was shut down after com-
plaints, from the surrounding
neighbourhood, about noise.

So teenagers brought togeth-

er by the ball started going
their own ways. King went on
to become a community activ-
ist and now, at 22, holds a col-
lege degree in business mar-
keting. 

A short baller named Garcia,
who compensated for his
height with quick feet on the
court, was shot and killed in a
Kipling highrise during a birth-
day party. Another player was
shot but survived.

Jughead used to play with
them too. On a cold March
night in 1998, Jughead, known
to police as Jermaine Miller,
shot an undercover officer in
the chest and arm during a
drug deal. Detective Constable
Russ Lillie survived. Miller was
convicted and remains in jail. 

There are more than 200 po-
lice patrol areas in the city. Po-

Life and death on mean streets
Toronto’s patrol
area 2302 has
highest number
of violent charges 

INVESTIGATIVE TEAM: Jim Rankin, Jennifer Quinn, 
Michelle Shephard, John Duncanson, Scott Simmie

F Please see ‘This, A14

Race and Crime2

Moscow hostages: ‘We were all waiting to die’ 

ALEXANDER NEMENOV/AFP PHOTO

A bus full of hostages, who had been gassed during their rescue, heads to a Moscow hospital yesterday. About 750 survived. Ninety died.

BY CAROLINE MALLAN
QUEEN’S PARK BUREAU CHIEF

A heartfelt tribute by Pre-
mier Ernie Eves to his prede-
cessor turned sour last night
when Mike Harris failed to
show up for the accolades.

Eves’ keynote address to
2,000 Conservative party faith-
ful at their annual convention
included kind words of praise
for Harris, who he then invited
to stand up and be recognized
by the crowd.

“A man who did something
people didn’t think politicians
were capable of anymore, a
man who did something so
simple, yet so profound, that it
became a cornerstone of a rev-
olution,” Eves said. “That man,
of course, was Mike Harris,
and what he did was keep his
word and I am proud to have
served beside you Michael. Mi-
chael, please stand up?”

When it became clear that
Harris was not in the cavernous
room at the Metro Convention
Centre, Eves’ face dropped. He
joined the other dinner guests
in scanning the crowd for the
former premier.

Many in the room stood to
applaud, unaware Harris was
not there, and gave almost a 

Harris a
no-show
as Eves
pays
tribute 

F Please see Eves, A13

BY JONATHAN THATCHER
REUTERS NEWS AGENCY

Russian President Vladimir Putin
asked his nation for forgiveness in the
wake of a hostage drama at a Moscow
theatre that left at least 90 people dead
yesterday.

Putin went on national television
last night to ask forgiveness for the
deaths, blaming the Chechen rebel at-
tack on international terrorism, which
the world had to fight.

“We have not been able to save all.
Forgive us,” a solemn Putin said, call-
ing terrorism a “strong and danger-
ous, inhuman and cruel enemy.”

Yesterday, at dawn Moscow time,
Russian special forces, using sleeping
gas to knock out Chechen guerrillas,
stormed the theatre, rescuing about
750 people, held since Wednesday by
the heavily armed rebels. 

Deputy Interior Minister Vladimir
Vasilyev put the initial death toll
among the captives at 67. But Russian
news agencies later quoted the health
ministry as saying more than 90 hos-
tages had died. Most of the rebel hos-
tage-takers were killed. 

Russian officials insisted they had

no choice but to launch yesterday’s as-
sault after rebels started killing hos-
tages.

“We saved more than 750 people,”
Vasilyev said outside the theatre
where a popular musical had been
brutally interrupted.

A doctor from Moscow’s main
emergency hospital said he was treat-
ing 42 patients for gas poisoning.

“We have only been given general
information that it was an incapacitat-
ing or calming agent but we do not
know specifically the nature of the
substance,” U.S. ambassador Alexan-
der Vershbow said. All 75 foreigners,
one of them Canadian and a second
with dual citizenship, were rescued.

At the APEC summit in Mexico,
Prime Minister Jean Chrétien said:
“While gratified and relieved to learn 

Putin: ‘We have not
been able to save
all. Forgive us’

F Please see Putin, A21
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4 What gas was used? B3
4 Harrowing wait, B3
4 Tragedy inevitable, B3

BY STEVEN LEE MYERS
NEW YORK TIMES

MOSCOW — “We were waiting to
die,” said Olga Chernyak, a journalist
who was one of more than 800 hostag-
es inside a theatre here as the siege by
Chechen guerrillas reached its violent,
bloody climax.

Already more than two days in cap-
tivity, they had to keep waiting. At 2
a.m., four hours before the guerrillas’
own deadline to begin killing their
hostages, two of the captives were
shot, a man and a woman. It was not
clear why. “The man was shot in the
eye,” said Chernyak, a journalist for
the Interfax news agency, “and there
was a lot of blood.”

Medics carried the man and the
woman from the building at 2:30 a.m.,
and then — nothing. 

The standoff dragged on through
the cold, wet night, raising tensions in-
side and outside the theatre, a reno-
vated community centre for a nearby
ball-bearing factory.

At 3:25 a loud explosion reverberat-
ed through the neighbourhood, fol-

Scene from
hell inside
Moscow
theatre 

F Please see ‘Oh,, A7

News that his brother Vissilen
Nedkov survived the hostage-taking
crisis at a Moscow theatre brought
tremendous relief to Toronto resi-
dent Nicholas Nedkov. He says the
last few days have been the worst in
his life as he and his family anxiously
waited for word of Vissilen’s fate.
Vissilen, who was gassed as Russian
troops stormed the theatre, is recov-
ering in a Russian hospital. About
750 theatre-goers were rescued. At
least 90 people died. 

F Full story, A7

Toronto man
survives ordeal 

Vissilen Nedkov and his wife Pitja

Fall back
Daylight saving 
time ends 
Sunday at 2 
a.m., so don’t 
forget to set 
your clocks 
back one hour.
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The Regional Municipality of York
YORK REGION RAPID TRANSIT PLAN

PUBLIC MEETING
Monday, February 17, 2003, 9:00 a.m.

At its meeting of December 19, 2002, York Regional Council endorsed a series of
recommendations regarding the York Region Rapid Transit Plan. It was recommended
that the necessary steps be taken in order that the Region be able to incorporate a
share capital corporation under the new Municipal Act, 2001, and the Regulations
anticipated to be passed thereunder.
The Regulations under the Municipal Act, 2001, will require that a Business Case
Background Study and a proposed by-law of the Region authorizing the incorporation
of the corporation be prepared and be made available to the public at least 30 days
before a public meeting to review and discuss the Study and the proposed by-law.
Accordingly, notice is hereby given that a public meeting will be held on February 17,
2003 commencing at 9:00 a.m. at the York Region Administrative Centre at 17250
Yonge Street, Newmarket, to consider the Business Case Background Study and
proposed by-law of the Region. Any person attending the meeting may make
representations relating to the Business Case Background Study and proposed by-law.
We would appreciate that any written submissions or requests to speak be forwarded
to Denis Kelly, Regional Clerk, at (905) 830-4444, ext. 1300 before February 10, 2003 at
5 p.m.
A copy of the Business Case Background Study and the draft by-law to establish the
corporation is available for inspection at the Regional Clerk’s Office, York Region
Administrative Centre, between 8:30 a.m.and 5:00 p.m. Monday to Friday. Copies of
the Business Case Background Study and the draft by-law to establish the corporation
are also available on the Region’s Web site.
For further information on the York Region Rapid Transit Plan Public Meeting or the
Business Case Background Study, please contact Patrick Casey, Senior Media
Relations Specialist, at (905) 830-4444, ext. 1235, or visit the York Region Web site at
www.region.york.on.ca or the York Region Rapid Transit Plan Web site at
www.region.york.on.ca/yrtp

News

PETER SMALL
STAFF REPORTER

The Toronto Police Association has
launched a $2.7 billion class action libel
suit against the Star for its series spot-
lighting the force’s treatment of blacks.

“Accusing the members of the Toron-
to Police Service of racism is a very seri-
ous allegation and if such a serious alle-
gation is going to be made, the accusers
will be called upon to prove it,” Tim
Danson, the association’s lawyer, told a
news conference yesterday. 

The Toronto Star analysis of police ar-
rest data showed that with charges for
simple drug possession, nearly twice as
many blacks as whites were taken into
custody and held in jail awaiting a bail
hearing. 

The data also showed a dispropor-
tionate number of black motorists
were ticketed for offences that routine-
ly would come to light following a traf-
fic stop. Civil libertarians and criminol-
ogists say this pattern points to racial
profiling, whether conscious or not.

Shortly before Danson spoke at the
association’s headquarters, flanked by
president Craig Bromell and other
union officials, the Star was served with
the lawsuit’s statement of claim. The
suit names The Toronto Star, its parent
company, Torstar Corp., publisher
John Honderich, managing editor
Mary Deanne Shears, and 12 members
of the newspaper’s editorial depart-
ment, including the series’ reporters.

“The Star stands by its stories,” Shears
said. 

“They were fair and balanced and ac-
curate. Our analysis was sound and in-
dependently validated. We intend to
vigorously fight this lawsuit through
the courts.”

The association is seeking $375,000 in
general, aggravated and punitive dam-
ages for each of its 7,200 members, for a
total of $2.7 billion. The action names
three police association members:
Marc Gauthier, Peter Duncan and An-
drew Clarke as representative plain-
tiffs.

“The conclusions drawn from the
analysis of the Criminal Information
Processing System (CIPS) arrest data
featured and promoted in the Toronto
Star articles were fundamentally
flawed in that they failed to acknowl-
edge and/or fully or adequately ac-
count for the meanings, limitations and
distortions arising from data that was
collected for non-research, policing
purposes,” states the statement of
claim.

The claims in the statement have not
been proven in court and the Star has
yet to file a statement of defence.

For its Race and Crime series begin-
ning Oct. 19, the Star obtained the po-
lice arrest database, listing arrests from
1996 to early last year, through a Free-
dom of Information request. The data-
base records more than 480,000 in-
cidents in which an individual was ar-
rested or ticketed and almost 800,000
criminal and other charges. 

The Star’s analysis of the data found
that blacks were treated more harshly
than whites for drug possession charg-
es, even taking into account possible
mitigating factors such as a previous
conviction, state of employment and
whether he or she listed a home ad-
dress. 

The statistics spotted another trend:
Blacks accounted for 27.1 per cent of vi-
olent charges laid by Toronto police
while representing only 8.1 per cent of
the city’s population.

Danson said that as a result of the se-
ries “wearing a uniform, for many, is
now synonymous with racism and in-
tolerance . . . disgracing the uniform
puts the police and public safety at
risk.”

Accusing the Star of “deplorable, in-
flammatory and dangerous” bias, Dan-
son directed reporters’ attention to a
blow-up of an Oct. 23 Star editorial car-
toon that showed a black man carrying
a copy of the Star and walking by a po-
lice officer. The officer says, “Well,
you’re just asking for trouble, aren’t
you?” The cartoon ran after police
Chief Julian Fantino angrily denied the
force uses racial profiling and the asso-
ciation called for a boycott of the paper.

Danson said the police association has
hired a team of “world renowned” ex-
perts from Ontario, British Columbia
and the United States, who “indepen-
dently” confirmed that the Star’s series
was “seriously flawed and unfair.” He
later said the union wouldn’t reveal yet
who these experts are.

Prior to publishing its series, the Star
had an expert in statistical analysis and
methodology review the paper’s ap-
proach to the data, methods and find-
ings. Michael Friendly, a York Universi-
ty professor and director of a statistical

consulting service, found the paper’s
findings to be sound. 

In an in-depth analysis of the data,
presented to the Toronto police servic-
es board on Dec. 10, Friendly, author of
The SAS System for Statistical Graphics
and Visualizing Categorical Data, and
associate editor of the Journal of Com-
putational and Graphical Statistics,
said many factors other than skin col-
our affect how one is treated, but that
the effect of skin colour was “persis-
tent, and cannot be dismissed” in the
arrest data.

Danson said he hoped the Star will “al-
low this matter to proceed through the
courts on the merits, and without ob-
jections to the certification process un-
der the Class Proceedings Act, and
without objections as to whether this is
an appropriate case for group defama-
tion.”

He told reporters the lawsuit is “nov-
el” for the large size of the group alleg-
ing defamation. But he called it a
unique situation. “It isn’t normal for
such an onslaught, such an attack to be
made against a police force. . . . This is a
very serious thing to accuse a police
service of racism and racial profiling,
and we hope it never occurs again.”

It’s established in law that defamation
is particular to an individual and not to
a class, Danson said, but it’s an evolving
area of the law and in certain circum-
stances group defamation is possible.

The claim argues that police “are
uniquely identified as a class by reason
of their uniforms, badges, title and po-
sitions in society” and are “highly visi-
ble” in the community.

Danson said he didn’t expect to see
the case go to trial for at least a year. 

He said he thought that the case is ap-
propriate for a jury to decide, partic-
ularly since it’s the community’s view
that is important. “The police really
want to put this in the hands of the pub-
lic in the form of a jury.”

Danson said regardless of whether the
association loses the case against the
Star, “there are some things worse than
losing and that’s not even trying.”

When asked whether the lawsuit, re-
gardless of its success or failure, may
create a libel chill that would cause me-
dia to think twice about criticizing in-
stitutions whose employees have pow-
erful unions, Danson called that con-
cern “somewhat speculative.”

He added that the Star has gone well
beyond fair comment in its series.
“This was a direct and frontal attack to
the quintessential core of what it is to
be a police officer.”

The charges examined by the Star are
part of a much-larger Toronto police
database that details all arrests made
since late 1996. The paper first sought
access to the data in a March, 2000,
freedom of information request. 

Following appeals and mediation, a
copy of the database, excluding person-
al information, was released to the Star
in May, 2002. It records more than
480,000 incidents in which an individ-
ual was arrested or ticketed, and almost
800,000 criminal and other charges. It
served as the basis of the investigation
into policing, crime and race. 

Using relational database software,
Star reporter Jim Rankin spent most of
the summer preparing and analyzing
the data. The Star study examined
charges where police have a high level
of discretion in terms of how they re-
lease an arrested person.

The paper looked at those charged
with one sole count of simple drug pos-
session — some 10,000 people in the
past six years. The police data showed
that whites were released at the scene
more often than blacks, and of those
taken to the station for booking, blacks
were held for bail hearings at twice the
rate of whites. 

Unlike those they charge for criminal
offences, police in Canada are not re-
quired to document racial information
about the people they simply stop and
search. They are also not required to
note skin colour on traffic tickets. The
database obtained by the Star, however,
did have race noted for many of those
charged with a single Highway Traffic
Act offence.

The Toronto Police Services Board
has had a policy against analyzing race-
related data since 1989. In the wake of
the Star series, however, the board in-
dicated it would reconsider the policy,
but it has made no decisions.

Police union sues Star
over race-crime series
7,200-member group
seeks $2.7B damages
in class action lawsuit
Star stands by stories
as fair, balanced 
and accurate

Police union lawyer Tim Danson says
the Star’s racial profiling series ma-
ligned all city officers.



Race Matters ~ 2010



• Municipal request, 
appealed, Divisional 
Court and COA 
decisions 

• Cost: $6,000 

• Length: 7 years 

• Why: Folo to 2002 
Race and Crime 
series









• Mapping used to show where police document 
people the most, by race

• Census data used for benchmarking



Race Matters

http://www.thestar.com/racematters


Known to police ~ 2012, 2013, 2014



• Municipal request 

• No appeals, no cost 

• Length: Less than a year



























“We’ll actually go out in the parks and whatever and we’ll look 
for guys who fit a certain description, who may not be wearing 
fancy clothes, and we'll harass them, like literally. And we call 
it shakedown. 
“You have to, because at the end of the day it’s numbers.”





Unequal justice ~ 2013

http://www.thestar.com/unequaljustice












MMIW ~ 2015





Society’s Children ~ 2014 - 



• Eight provincial requests 
and counting 

• Couple of appeals 

• Cost: $6,000 

• Length: Ongoing











Cannabis arrests and charges  
2017







• Speak “geek to geek” and keep an open dialogue

• Ask for a record layout

• Eliminate obviously contentious data fields (names, etc)

• Don’t be snowed by size - it really doesn’t matter - and 
challenge fee estimates

• Don’t know how? Call a geek

• Assume nothing - “interview” your data

• No one remembers numbers

Tips



jrankin@thestar.ca
jrankin@thestar.ca

@jleerankin
416-869-4431
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