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Part I
A brief introduction and history



What’s an infographic?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yvo-mHq1ojU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yvo-mHq1ojU


History of infographics

18th 
Century

1764: Joseph Priestly’s 
“Chart of Biography”

Illustrated the lives of 
~2,000 historical figures on 
a timeline.

Two decades later...

Playfair; Minard; Beck
37,000 BC

Chauvet-Pont d’Arc Cave in 
France

Spray-shaped images found 
at the Chauvet-Pont d’Arc 
Cave in France were thought 
to depict the nearby 
volcanoes that erupted and 
expelled lava into the sky.

Serra Da Capivara in 
Brazil
Rock art specialists 
propose that the rock art of 
Serra Da Capivara in Brazil, 
dating as far back as 36,000 
years ago, are the origins of 
infographics. Nomade et al., 2016; https://www.easel.ly/blog/what-is-an-infographic/



History of infographics continued...

1857

Florence Nightingale

Minard

Creates the map of 
Napoleon Bonaparte’s 1812 
Russian campaign

1859
1830’

s

The Birth of Data-
Based Social 
Science

André-Michel Guerry

Illustrated maps showing 
moral statistics with 
Venetian geographer, 
Adriano Balbi.

https://www.easel.ly/blog/what-is-an-infographic/



History of infographics continued...

Haroz; Kosara, & Franconeri, 2015; 
http://www.designhistory.org/Symbols_pages/isotype.html

1920s



History of infographics continued...

1933

Harry Beck

Made the first map of the London 
Tube
*A milestone in infographic history as 
it proved that visual diagrams could 
be used for daily life.

https://www.easel.ly/blog/what-is-an-infographic/

1972
Otl Aicher

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 



Tufte VS Holmes 
1975...

https://www.easel.ly/blog/what-is-an-infographic/



Data 
Visualization/Statistical

List

Timeline

Visual 

Types of infographics

Map

Comparison

Flowchart 

Infographic 
Resumes

Process

Animated

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jGURTUQMp3g&t=38s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jGURTUQMp3g&t=38s


Informational 
honesty

Easy to read fonts, 
Limited colour 
palette, simple 

illustrations

Complexity of 
content

Consideration 
of illustrations

Will interactive 
elements be helpful 

or distracting?

What does it 
need?

What makes an effective infographic?

https://www.easel.ly/blog/effective-infographic-design-checklist/

Choose simple 
illustrations 



Part II
Infographics for knowledge translation 



Infographics for knowledge translation (KT)

Consistent difficulty to 
translate healthcare 

research into practice 
and policy

Limited time = 
frequently cited 

barrier

Increased interests 
in KT and the use of 
infographics for KT 

Visualization 
> Text



Infographics VS Critical Appraisals

Crick & Hartling, 2015



51% preferring 
the infographic 
to the critical 

appraisal 

Preference varied by 
professional role, with 

68% of physicians 
preferring the critical 
appraisal and 67% of 
nurses preferring the 

infographic.

Preferences of knowledge users for two formats of summarizing 
results from systematic reviews

Critical 
appraisal > 

infographics on 
clarity

Critical 
appraisal > 

infographics on 
clarity

No difference for 
comprehensibility

Crick & Hartling, 2015



4. How should 
research 
knowledge be 
transferred?

1. What should be 
transferred?

Knowledge translation of research findings 

5. With what effect 
should research 
knowledge be 
transferred?

2. To whom should 
research 
knowledge be 
transferred?

3. By whom should 
research 
knowledge be 
transferred?

Grimshaw et al., 2021



Infographics and Social Media as a KT Strategy

● Infographics disseminated via social media, 
including Twitter and WeChat and the 
departmental website 

● Infographics were translated into 13 different 
languages within 10 days

● 63,440 interactions with the infographics on 
Twitter over a month

● Adopted by numerous reputable organizations



Part III
Impact and useability of infographics



Impact and usability of infographics amongst teachers 
introduced to the Zones of Regulation program

Zones of 
Regulation

Method & 
Measures

Study Aim

Study Intro





• Aim: to examine the impact and usability of infographics relative to 
text-based educational materials in promoting teachers’ knowledge 
and confidence in the Zones of Regulation program.

50 teachers to 
receive an 

infographics

50 teachers to 
receive a text-based 

educational materials

100 Elementary 
School 

Teachers

Introduction & Study Aim



Impact UseabilityImpact & 
Useability

Survey: Understanding of emotion 
regulation difficulties among children and 

the Zones of Regulation program, 
confidence in using the program in the 

classroom

Qualitative interviews: How easy the 
information is to understand, time it 

took to understand the material, 
content and format of the materials 

Method & Measures

ANOVA NVivo thematic 
analysis



Expected Outcomes and Impact

>Infographics Texts



Part IV
Resources



Helpful links and resources

https://www.easel.ly/blog/

Making infographics 
(for non-designers)

v

https://ktpathways.ca
/system/files/resour
ces/2019-02/if-res-
mhr-creative-kt.pdf

Creative KT 
Ideas & 

Resources

https://www.easel.ly/
https://www.easel.ly/blog/what-is-an-infographic/
https://ktpathways.ca/system/files/resources/2019-02/if-res-mhr-creative-kt.pdf
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